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THE MASTER'S TWELVE

TO
A.LL DEVOUT DISCIPLES OF THE MASTER.

These sermons have been given to print
as they were preached and consequently
they retain the phraseology of the evangelistic pulpit instead of that of the writer.
F. B. W.

"Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother;
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;
Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the
publican; James the son of Alphreus, and Lebbams, whose
surname was Thaddreus;
Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him."-St. Matt. 10:2, 3, 4.
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SIMON PETER-THE

ROCK-MAN

CHAPTER I.
SIMON PETER-THE

ROCK-MAN.

"Thou art Simon the son of Jona; thou shalt be called
Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone."-St.
John 1:
42.

Synagogian money-changers and wise
Jerusalem merchants considered the young
Master from Nazareth a chjmerical enthusi::i.~twhen He appointed Simon Bar-jona
prolocutorof that early company which was
organized for the establishment of the new
Kingdom. Likewise, learned psychiatrists
pronounced Him a mental subnormality.
And the facts at hand appeared to have corroborated their findings. Behold Simon
Bar-jona! He ran true to his nomenclature.. He was a sensitive, impulsive, impious, blasphemous, vacillating, fickle sandman, wholly unreliable and undependable,
so much so that no one had confidence in
him. And his unstability was intensified
with wickedness. When Jesus went to call
His neophytes from their nets into full time
discipleship the sinlessness of the Christ
made Simon Bar-jona so conscious of his
own sinfulness that he asked the Master to
depart from him. The presence of a good
man always aggravates the sins of the wicked. Consequently the sinner is not desirous
of the company of saints. Frequently the
13
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sinners make their exit when the preacher
approaches.
Worse than the wickedness of Simon at
the beginning of his full time discipleship
under the Master was his continuing sinfulness to the night prior to the Crucifixion
when enraged with anger he slashed off the
ear of his enemy and then in the crisis instead of defending his Lord he cursed and
swore and disclaimed Him. This tragedy
followed on the heels of Simon's constant
association with Jesus for more than two
years. And if we were to look into those
years we would discern the unreliability of
this disciple.
Along with two others Jesus took him to
the Mount of Transfiguration that he might
be empowered for service and yet when
Simon Bar-jona returned to the valley he
miserably failed when he was called upon
to restore the lunatic to normalcy. What a
sand-man! Amid the scene of ineffable
glory on the Mount he was a religious plenipotentiary invested with Divine authority
and now in the valley of opportunity he was
a powerless disciple. Such cataclysmic
change can only be accounted for in the loss
of his faith. On the Mount he was very religious while in the valley he was a man of
unbelief. And he could not cast out the evil
spirit because of his unbelief. A wasted
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mountain-top experience. But such experiences are always wasted with the discontinuance of faith. The man, who during a revival meeting becomes a religious enthusiast and as soon as the meeting is over lays
his religion on the shelf until the next year,
squanders his religious experience. And his
latter state may be worse than the former
one. The experiences of the heights are to
empower us for service when we are down
in the deeps where the needs of men are the
greatest. Likewise the virtue sapping experiences of the valley demands the spiritualizing experiences of the mountain-top.
Both experiences are required in the development of Christian character. One without the other is worthless. There are times
when we must ascend the steeps; there are
other times when we must leave them and
descend il!tO_
the deeps.
Behold our sand-man entering the coasts
of Cresarea Philippi! Here his line of communication with God (the Father) was
clear enough to encourage Jesus to address
him as a rock and to further say that upon
that rock He was going to build His church;
but almost as soon as Jesus had finished this
pronouncement Simon Bar-jona resiled into
sand, rebuked his _Lordand became an offence unto Him. Simon Bar-jona was as a
troubled pendulum which swings from one

16
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extreme to the other. There are many like
this in the church today. Men upon whom
we feel we can rely and we place them in
positions of responsibility in the church and
about the time we think things are going
on smoothly they fly off the handle and upset everything. Our difficulty is to be the
same day in and day out. One day we are
up and the next day we are down. Just like
Simon one day we do those things which are
pleasing to the Lord and the very next day
we are an offence unto Him. If we could
find a company of church people meeting
adversities and successes and through them
all continued the same day by day we would
have a body of folk to set this world a-glow
with righteousness. But instead of remain ...
ing the same under all conditions we so often become the mere creatures of circumstances.
Let me ref er you again to the sand-man
on the night before the Crucifixion. Following the Lord's Supper Simon Bar-jona
vaunted himself and is a puff e.d up swashbuckler who promises unfailing allegiance
to his Master assuring Jesus that, even if
all the others failed Him in the crisis, he
was one disciple upon whom He could rely,
and in less than three hours this Apostle behaves himself unseemly and becomes that
perfidious sand-man who with an oath dis-
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claims his Lord. He was indeed a creature
of circumstances. Earlier in the evening at
the Lord's Supper when Jesus was the Master of the occasion Simon was bold to assert
himself, but when the scene shifted and
Jesus appeared the victim of His enemies
the boldness of the boasting disciple waned.
I grant that Simon Bar-jona was in a difficult situation. He was in a predicament such
as we have not experienced, and we have no
right to liken ourselves unto him expecting
thereby to be excused for our own failures.
This was his case. It was two o'clock in the
morning when his nerves were unstrung,
his vitality exhausted and his brain fatigued
by the arduous labors and loss oi rest during the Passion Week through which they
had just come; and he was the only friend
of Jesus present in the courtyard of Joseph
Caiaphas. John, who had taken him there,
left him; an innocent bystander (perhaps
John Mark) when accused of being a disciple left his dishabille in the hands of his
accusers and fled; the other disciples had
gone we know not where and Simon was left
alone to defend his Master and make good
his promise. The immensity of the accusations brought against Jesus were such as to
make the lone disciple oblivious of himself
until the finger of the immod~st chargirl
pointed him out as a follower of the Chnst.

18

THE MASTER'S TWELVE

No doubt at first he tried to treat this with
insouciance, but her continued effort to accuse him turned the eyes of those about the
brazier upon him with suspicion and to exonerate himself and retain his place in the
courtyard Simon declared he was an innocent spectator with no personal interest in
the proceedings. Then matters went from
bad to worse. His guttural Galilean tone attracted the attention of all the Jews about
the fire and one after another they began to
accuse him of being a disciple of Jesus. Realizing the gravity of being a follower of Him
who was certain to be crucified and feeling
his own helplessness in being alone among
the enemies Simon Bar-jona, baffled and
broken, in one terrible effort to free himself of all suspicion cursed and swore and
said he did not know Jesus. He took it
that no one would suspect a cursing man to
be a friend of Jesus, and he was correct.
Cursing and swearing are about the lowest
evils to which men can stoop and Simon
stooped to them to save himself. Had he
befriended Jesus there perhaps he too would
have reaped the cross. This would have
made his loyalty cost him much. Amid the
plaudits of the multitudes any weakling
can assert his loyalty to a leader but let the
tide turn and the leader face his Golgotha
then it takes a man 1 who is indeed a man,
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to befriend him. It is not hard to be a
Christian when all about us are Christians;
but it is another thing -whenwe stand alone
for Christ in the light of the brazier of the
wicked. It costs a lot to stand then and
some of us will not pay the price. Simon
Bar-jona would not pay it, and yet such a
man Jesus not only ordained an Apostle but
placed him at the head of The Master's
Twelve. Is it any wonder that the wise men
of Jerusalem thought this the work of stupidity?
But was it the work of stupidity? Or
did Jesus have a reason to place him among
His chosen ones and then confer on him the
premier honors? Jesus made no mistakes.
He knew what He was doing when He ordained Simon Bar-jona and gave him first
place among the Twelve. He put him there
because, of all places, Jesus had to have a
rock-man in that position. But, you say,
Simon was the very antithesis of rock? Yes!
It looks as if he were nothing but an unreliable sand-man during his entire association with Jesus, but the main work of the
Apostles was not to begin until after the
Death, Resurrection and Ascension of the
Lord and by that time the Master knew that
from the sand-man there would have
emerged the rock-man Simon Peter. When
Jesus elevated the highstrung, nervous
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sand-man to the Apostolate He took into
consideration vastly more than what Simon
was at that moment; He could see a renascent Simon after the Divine alchefi!Y had
wrought its work in this disciple's life. In
this wise Jesus spoke to him when first they
met. "Thou art Simon the son of Jona;"
said Jesus to him meaning that he was the
sand-man of which his name was significant and continuing the Master said, "thou
shalt be called Cephas." Cephas is the
Syriac equivalent of the Greek Peter ( Petros) meaning a stone or a rock. So while
the learned Jews could see nothing in this
Apostle but a sand-man the Divine could see
in him the rock-man in the making. However it takes a long time to make a rock.
Geologists telI us there are two kinds of
rocks. The i~eous rocks which are formed
by fire and the aqueous rocks which are
formed by water. Every stone is made by
passing through a long, slow, tedious process of formation either by fire or water.
The great rocky cliffs were moulded into
their forms and crystallized by the ever f using heat and seething gases of those chaotic
times when the earth was without form.
The innumerable sandstones found in the
valley and along the waters have a history.
The little grains of sand were collected by
the hand of nature and the ceaseless beat-
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ing of the waves and the incessant pressure
of the waters upon them throughout the
years configured them into stones.
Likewise it was a far cry from the sandman to the rock-man; from Simon Bar-jona
to Simon Peter. There were many times in
his development when he went forward one
step and slipped back two, yet Jesus, undaunted and undiscouraged, patiently labored for the crystallization of the rockman. And when the rock was finally finished it was a gibraltar impregnable to the
powers that be.
There was nothing filmsy about his repentance. He did not make-his peace with
his Lord by shaking hands with some
preacher. As soon as the chanticleer crowed
and Simon Bar-jona caught the troubled
look_upon his Master's face, caused by his
denial, the wicked disciple rushed to the alley beyond the courtyard of Caiaphas and
made it his mourner's bench. And what
an hour, or shall I say what a night? he
spent there on his knees. There he prayed
and there he wept. Prayed and wept because he remembered a thousand instances
of the love of Jesus; he remembered the
broken bread and the cup of wine; he remembered the warnings of Christ and the
boasting pledge of his own loyalty; he remembered his broken vow and his Master's
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troubled look and he saw himself a miserable, wretched sinner unworthy of the confidence which Jesus had placed in him. No
wonder he wept as well as prayed, and continued to do so until he found peace with
God. This made a new man out of him; a
humble man fit for service in his Master's
Kingdom. No man with a little, shallow,
weak penitence will ever get far in the service of his Lord. We need men today with
a rock-like penitential experience who know
that something has transpired in their lives
which has made them different from what
they used to be.
Simon Peter was also a rock-man in
faith. He believed in God the Father; God
the Son and God the Holy Ghost. Hear
him, before the crowd on the day of Pentecost, as he tells the people that the Jesus,
whom they have crucified, God ( the Father)
has made both Christ and Lord and that
only through repentance and faith in Christ
can they receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
In the courts of the temple witness him on
trial before the church dignitaries, who
question him as to the means of the cure
effected on the impotent man, and hear him
inform them that the impotent man was
cured by the name of Jesus. Before his
crystallization the disciple could lose his
faith when he leaves the Mount of Trans-
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figuration and faces a crisis in the valley
but not so now, for he was thoroughly empowered with the Holy Spirit to do service
for his Master. And it was his rock-like
faith in the Triune God ·which made possible his wonderful achievements, effected the
cure of the sick, qualified him for his fearless preaching, made him the worthy leader
of The Master's Twelve and the foundation
stone of the Christian Church. Simon Peter without his faith in God would have
been an unfit foundation for the Church.
Our experiences, successes and achievemen ts in the Christian realm will not surpass our faith in the Triune God. Faith is
the doorway through which victory enters.
"By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. By faith Enoch
was translated that he should not see death.
By faith Noah prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by which he condemned the
world, and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith. By faithAbraham sojourned in the land of promise. Through
faith also_Sara herself received strength to
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child
when she was past age. By faith Abraham
when he was tried offered up Isaac. By
faith Isaac blessed Jacob a_ndEsau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when
he was dying, blessed both the sons of Jo-
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seph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top
of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he died,
made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones. By faith Moses1 when he
was born, was hid three months of his parents. By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter. By faith he forsook Egypt.
Through faith he kept the passover and the
sprinkling of blood. By faith they passed
through the Red Sea as by dry land. By
faith the walls of Jericho fell down. By
faith the harlot Rahab perished not with
them that believed not. And what shall I
more say? for the time would fail me to tell
of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samsonf
and of J ephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions. Quenched the violence of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned
to flight the armies of the aliens."
"Encamped along the hills of light,
Ye Christian soldiers rise,
And press the battle ere the night
Shall veil the glowing skies;
Against the foe in vales below
Let all our strength be hurled;
Faith is the victory, we know
That overcomes the world."
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It was true in the days of Abraham of the
Old Testament; and it was true in the days
of Simon Peter of the New Testament and
it has been so ever since.
Probably some of you remember something about those great sermons, on "The
Victory of Faith" preached at Cambridge
in 1840 by Julius Charles Hare, one time
chaplain of Queen Victoria, in which is
found a striking similitude to the eleventh
chapter of Hebrews. Hare said., "By faith
Polycarp, when above ninety years old, being commanded to revile Christ replied,
"eighty and six years have I served him,
and he has done me no wrong. How can I
blaspheme my King who has saved me?"
By faith ChrysoBtomassailed by all manner
of sufferings, exhorted and comforted his
church. By faith Wycliffe, the morning
star of the Reformation, rose out of the
darkness and heralded the coming daylight.
By faith Luther proclaimed his Theses
against the doctrine of Indulgence. By
faith Clarkson and Wilberforce overthrew
the slave trade. And what shall I more
say? For the time would fail me to tell of
Ignatius, and Justin, and Tertullian, and
Augustine, and Bede, and Anselm, and
Hus, and Melanchthon, and Calvin, and
Bunyan, and Penn, and Baxter, and Wesley, and Xavier, and Howard, and Henry
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Martyn, who by faith subdued kingdoms for
Christ, wrought righteousness, obtained the
fulfillment of promises, stopped the mouths
of blasphemers, and filled them with hymns
of praise, quenched the violence of hatred,
melting it with love, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in the fight
against Satan, and turned armies of aliens
to bow before the name of the living God."
What a catalogue of men of rock-like faith
he gives us! And as such were needed
through all the ages, such are indispensable
today. The church, of these modern times,
is blessed which has on her record of membership those who are firm in their faith.
Cecil B. DeMille's motion picture of The
King of Kings impresses me in its presentation of Simon Peter as the giant among
the Twelve. No doubt he was large in the
eyes of his colleagues. No one can possess
a strong faith in God without becoming a
great soul; it is the man with the wavering
exiguous faith who remains the Christian
dwarf.
Simon Peter, a giant in his faith, lived
the life of a Christian giant. His life was
the exemplification of his faith. Life never
excels one's faith, but it can and it ought to
keep apace with it. The rock-man is a good
example. His personality radiated goodness and his presence was a benediction to
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all who came in contact with him. He lived
such a marvelous rock-like life that people
believed that virtue emanated from his
shadow and to get the benefits therefrom,
they carried their bed-ridden and afflicted
friends into the streets through which he
passed.
Out of his rock-like life, with its wondei·ful experiences and staunch faith, came
his rock-like ministry. Let me iterate here
that one's ministry will not and cannot
eclipse one's life. We will never do larger
things than what we are. We must be something for Jesus if we are to do something
for Him. Charles Goodell would have us
know that power for holiness of character
must precede power for service. Only a
great soul can do gr~at things for the Lord.
When Stanley was a reporter on the New
York Herald he was sent to the heart of
Africa to report the works of Livingstone.
The reporter was an irreligious, godless
man and when he found Livingstone he said
to him, "You must be daft to waste your
life here among these savages when you
might be feted and honored in the world's
capitals." All the while there the missionary never approached the reporter on the
subject of religion but1 nevertheless, before
Stanley's departure he became a devout fof ...
lower of Christ. How do we account for
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that? There is just one way. Something
in the life of Livingstone did more to influence him than any words which the former
could have spoken. Sermons are hewn out
of the lives of the preachers. When we have
preachers to live greater Christian lives we
will listen to greater sermons delivered by
them. The sermon is but the by-product of
the life. Peter, being a rock-man, had to be
a rock-preacher servin~ solid food to his audiences. He lost no time dealing with the
non-essentials. He dealt with the fundamentals. Fearlessly and boldly and without respect of persons he reh_ukedprevaricating Ananias and Sapphira; condemned
the hypocrisy of the Jewish church and informed them that the One wbom they had
crucified was both Christ and Lord. Hear
him preaching to Annas and Caiaphas
(plotters of the Crucifixion) John and Alexander and as many as were kindred of
the High Priest and telling them that "there
is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved"
other than the name of Jesus whom they
had so recently put to death and whom God
had raised from the dead! Hear him on the
day of Pentecost calling men to repentance
and c01nmanding every one of them to be
baptized in the nan1e of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, before they can expect to

SIMON PETER

29

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost! This
powerful sermon was a composition of fundamental and cardinal Christian truths.
There was not a superfluous statement in it.
Some one has said that on the day of Pentecost one sermon converted three thousand
people and now it_takes three thousand sermons to conve_rtone person. With the kind
of preaching we do that may be so, but if
we preached now like Peter preached then
somebody would be saved today. Blessed is
that preacher who loses no time with the
non-essentials but deals wholly and solely
with the great cardinal truths of our faith.
Once more we behold our rock-man.
This time he is facing death. Traditions
inform us that after Peter had made a missionary journey to Great Britain and other
parts of the then western world he returned
to Rome where he was captured and incarcerated in Mamertime prison awaiting crucifixion under Nero. Here is the place to
test his solidity. Now how does he stand?
He stands like a mighty gibraltar. He, who
was once cowed by a Roman serving-girl,
now faces the cross without flinching. Coming from the prison and seeing the cross on
which he was to be impaled Peter, feeling
unworthy to die in the same fashion as his
Lord died, begged the authorities to allow
him to be crucified with his head toward the
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ground. Thus ended the earthly career of
the mighty rock-man, Simon Peter who was
a living contradiction to the wisdom of the
world and a living monument of the transforming powers of the Son of God. As the
chemist takes slime and slag and extracts
from them the most exquisite perfumes and
rarest and most artistic colors, so may the
Divine take the dregs of humanity and out
of them make living evangeis of His glorious
Gospels and the heavenly Father's most
saintly and staunch characters.

ANDREW-THE

FRIENDLY.

CHAPTER II.
ANDREW-THE

FRIENDLY.

"One of the two which heard John speak, and followed
him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother."-J ohn 1 :40.

Undisturbed by prophetic voices for
four hundred years things were moving on
in their usual way in Jerusalem. The Pharisees enjoyed standing in the temple making
long prayers to be seen of men; the church
dignitaries were successful in keeping the
people under the cloud of superstition; the
money-changers were growing rich; over at
Tiberius Herod Antipas had divorced his
Arabian Princess for Herodias, the bacchante, with whom he was living a selfindulgent life; and little, hilly Nazareth unnoticed a village Carpenter passing through
her narrow streets every day to and from
work.
Suddenly there emerged from the desert
a sun-tanned man, clad in the peculiar garb
of camel~hair, who began preaching at
Bethabara beyond Jordan. Without respect
of persons he denounced the sins of clergy
and laity and demanded that men everywhere confess their sins, repent and be baptized into the new Kingdom which he said
was at hand. His fame was broadcasted and
people from everywhere came to hear him
33
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and receive baptism from his hands. Men
became his disciples seeking instruction in
the things pertaining to the new Kingdom
in order to be ready for the Messias who
was soon to appear. This was the work of
John. He was recruiting men for Jesus.
Little preachers try to win men to themselves; but great preachers forget themselves and try to win men to Jesus.
A man having heard Spurgeon was
asked, "How did you like Spurgeon?" His
answer was: "I forgot to investigate Mr.
Spurgeon; my attention being so closely
drawn to the Saviour whom he was preaching." A great preacher always oblivionizes
himself in his illumination of the Lord.
Such was John the Baptist. He was a real
forerunner preparing men to become disciples under Jesus.
When Christ emerged from the wilderness He knew where to go to find men to
aid Him in the establishment of His Kingdom. No! He did not go to the temple
among the elders of the people and the Doctors of Divinity; nor did He seek for the
men of letters in the Jerusalem College;
neither did He search the city slun1s to find
the lowest of the rabble to make disciples.
Furthermore, let it be understood that Jesus didn't just accidentally come upon men,
here and there, to call them to follow Him.
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He worked on no such slipshod basis. He
had a definite working plan. He went direct to John, the Forerunner, who had disciples already trained and were anxiously
awaiting the arrival of the Messias that
they might join Him.
"Again the next day after John stood, and two of his
disciples;
And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold
the Lamb of God!"-St. John 1:35, 36.

"Behold the Lamb of God" was an invitation for John's disciples to leave him and
turn to Jesus. John's time had come when
he was to decrease, while the Christ was to
increase. John's day was spent. His work
was finished. The dayspring of the Kingdom of God was at hand. His well trained
disciples left him and began their postgraduate work under the Great Teacher.
Others, from time to time, fell in line with
them and became disciples of Jesus until a
multitude sat at His feet. After He had
trained them for about two years Jesus
was called upon to perform a task that was
even difficult to Him. Out of the multitude
He was to select twelve to be ordained Apostles who were to be invested with Divine authority and power and charged with the responsibility of promulgating His Kingdom.
If it was a difficult task for Mr. Hoover to
choose the best men for his cabinet how
much more difficult it would appear to find
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the right men to constitute The Master's
Twelve. Is it any wondeT that before He
called them He spent the night alone on the
mountain in prayer? "And when it was
day, he called unto him his disciples: and of
them he chose twelve." (Luke 6:13).
Among them receiving this distinction was
Andrew, a former disciple of John the Baptist. Andrew was not only honored in being ordained an Apostle but he was to be
one of the four to occupy the highest seats
among the Twelve. Wherever the New Testament catalogues them Andrew's name is
listed among the first four names. Matthew
(10:2) and Luke (6:14) give it; "Peter,
Andrew, James and John." Whereas Mark
(3 :16, 17, 18) and The Acts of the Apostles
( 1 :13) read; "Peter, James, John and Andrew. It is not difficult to understand why
Jesus granted those three great luminaries,
Peter, James and John, the terms of closest
intimacy with Him, but when we reflect on
Andrew the question naturally arises as to
the reasons for his seat among the elect.
It is true that he was the first Christian
neophyte, but this had nothing to do with
his admission in to the inner circle. Had
this been the determining factor the name
of his brother, Simon Peter, whom he
brought to Jesus would follow his in the
catalogue instead of preceding it. If the
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first four to follow Christ were the four to
compose the inner circle then Philip (who
was undoubtedly the fourth to follow Jesus
-John 1 :43) should have had the seat occupied by James. The order in which they
came to Christ was first Andrew and his
anonymous colleague; the next morning Peter came, and the day following Jesus called
Philip, who, yet, that day brought Nathanael to the Master, while James was a later
convert.*
It was not his ability to preach or write
that merited him the coveted position in the
inner circle. We have no canonical record
of his preaching and nowhere have we any
authentic writingst from his quill. However, tradition has him an evangelist in
Scythia, Asia Minor, Greece, Trace and
Achaia where at Patrre he was crucified on
Crux decussata ( x shaped cross) by lEgenas. Hearing of Andrew's success in winning converts to the Christian faith the proconsul (lEnegas) went to Patrre to order
Andrew to change his religion and turn his
neophytes back to their former idolatry. Instead of following the dictates of the proconsul Andrew denounced him for his idola*See Chapter IV.
tThe Acts of Andrew and the Gospel of St. Andrew,
apocryphal books, have been found but with no assurance
of the authenticity of their authorship.
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try and asked him to embrace the Christian
religion. At this the officer threatened the
Apostle's life. Andrew told the proconsul
that he was ready and willing to endure the
greatest possible suffering for his Lord's
sake and believed that the more severe his
torture the more acceptable he would be to
Christ. Enraged with anger .lEgenas ordered him stripped and seven lictors in turn
publicly flagellated him. Andrew bearing
up under the scourging and still clinging to
his faith was ordered to the cross; but that
his death might be more lingering he was
fastened to the cross with cords instead of
nails. As he came in sight of the cross he
saluted it and said, "I have long desired and
expected this happy hour. The cross has
been consecrated by the body of Christ
hanging on it, and adorned with His members as with so many inestimable jewels. I
therefore come joyfully and triumphantly
to it, that it may receive me as a disciple
and follower of Him, Who once hung upon
it, and be the means of carrying me safe to
my Master, being the instrument on which
He redeemed me." Amid the agonies of
swollen arteries, raging thirst, unchanged
position of stretched body and the gangrened extremities of his person from which
circulation was severed by the tightening
cords which ate deeper and deeper into the
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flesh under the increasing weight of his
body he hung for two days instructing the
Christians in the things of Christ. In the
meantime friends petitioned the proconsul
for his release but the Apostle prayed that
he might die to confirm his faith with his
own blood. His prayer was granted and,
although the exact year of his death is not
known, it is believed that he expired on the
last day of November.
The New Testament, as it does in the
majority of cases, is silent on his martyrdom; its purpose is not to illuminate the
lives and glorify the sacrifices of the followers of Christ but to lift Him up before men
and glorify Him. The Acts ( Acts 1 :13)
dismiss Andrew with the scene in the upper
room where were assembled the Apostles
after the Ascension tarrying for the visi tation of the Holy Spirit. However, John in
his Gospel gives us a peep into the life of his
colleague* during his association with Jesus
while the latter was on earth and it is to
this Gospel we shall have to confine our
study to determine the reason for this Apostle's exaltation by His Master.
John makes special mention of him on
three different occasions. Reversing the
*John's allotment of space to the labors of Andrew en•
courages me to believe a personal interest in him was
shown and that John was the anonvmous disciples of John
1:4.0.
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order we turn to the Passion Week. The
Triumphal Entry had left Jerusalem restless. Multitudes thronged to see Jesus;
streets were congested; traffic officers were
helpless, and fat men and hilarious women
elbowed their way through the ungoverna•
ble concourse. Thinking there was a possibility of losing the Procuratorship, Pilate,
enraged with jealousy, rushed into the quiet
room of his Chateau to pout. With assistance perturbed Caiaphas, the present High
Priest, managed to get from his quarters
over to the room of aged Annas, his fatherin-law now the ungowned High Priest, that
he might inquire of him the best way to rid
Jerusalem of this new, popular religious
leader. In such commotion residents were
unable to reach Jesus, much less Greek
strangers. Finally, one of the Greeks located Philip and asked him for permission t,o
see Jesus. Philip turned to Andrew and
through him the Greeks got their desire.
Blessed is the man through whom men can
see Jesus. He will always have a seat in
the inner circle.
On the mountain, when the hungry
multitude was fed, Andrew plays another
important role. He discovers an anonymous
lad who has a lunch in his pocket.
Evidently the boy was the only one in
that great company who had made proper

ANDREW

41

provisions for himself. Had any of the others done likewise, on seeing the miracle performed, they would have encumbered Christ
with their morsels expecting His miraculous blessings to rest upon them.
Now; how did Andrew find the only
sensible visitor in the crowd? He did not
find him. Unless those fishes were rancid,
to have discovered the only lunch on the
grounds would have been no less miraculous
than that of multiplying the food. But Jesus was not using putrid food to appease
the hunger of men and neither was that the
day for disciples to perform miracles.
The boy found Andrew. That was not
difficult to do.
Being a member of the inner circle Andrew was near the head of the procession
which Jesus led from the sea to the mountain. (Notice that Jesus leads the multitudes. He does not drive them, neither does
He follow them). When Jesus reat!hed the
summit the Twelve came and took their
seats upon the grounds forming a circle
around Him, and behind them the anxious
thousands were seated. Instantly there appeared a hatless, breathless, bare-foot boy
who, having edged his way through the
throng, seated himself in the closest possible
proximity behind Andrew.
Some men are magnets to boys. There

42

THE MASTER'S TWELVE

is an irresistible force about them which no
youngster can escape. On the other hand
there is something about other men that
puts youngsters to flight. One man goes
down town and the streets are replete with
little fellows following Mr. Jones. But
when another Mr. Jones goes down the
street the streets appear to have dumped
their boys into the alleys. There is not a
boy visible.
Men are to take the initiative in bringing about a friendship between age and
youth. Any man who will show himself
friendly with boys will find them reciprocative. Boys hate a grouch, but a friendly
man is their ideal. They will follow him
anywhere. Such a man was Andrew.
Watch the little fellow, as he takes his
seat, reach over and touch Andrew on the
shoulder and whispers, "Well! I got here all
right. Gee! But it was a tough job." Then
the disciple reaching back gave the lad's
great toe a little pull and whispering in his
ear said, "Glad you are. I have been looking for you."
Shortly the services began. The day
was spent on the mountain and the crowd
hungered. Toward evening Jesus conversed with Philip regarding the possibility of
feeding the company only to have Philip
turn mathematician and with his alarming
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figures startle the crowd. Then the boy
turned to Andrew and said, "What do we
care? I have a lunch in my pocket and I'll
go fifty-fifty with you." "Thanks, old
man!" said Andrew, "But what about giving it to Jesus?" The man's proposals being always acceptable to the boy, the lad
produced the loaves and fishes and together
they went to Jesus. The boy taking his
meal; the man taking the boy. Any man
who can win boys for the Lord deserves a
seat with the great. Andrew was entitled
to it.
One more thing remains to be said. All
divines concur that this was the outstanding achievement in the ministry of the
Apostle Andrew. It is the winning of his
brother Simon Bar-jona for the Lord. Only
a great Christian can do that. Many who
can preach effectively to the natives of
Africa would utterly fail with their own
brothers. There are those ministers who
can lead hundreds to the Lord but are powerless with their own sons. It takes a better man to lead his own brother, or son, to
Jesus than it does to preach a sermon to a
congregation. Not infrequently Christian
parents beseech the ministers and Christian
workers in behalf of their erring children. Not infrequently Christians wives
solicit somene to speak to their wick-
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ed husbands. Not infrequently Christian
husbands ask that their wives be approached about their soul's need. A Christian
goes to a friend in behalf of his own brother. Not so in the case of Andrew. He sent
not his colleague after Simon Bar-jona. He
went himself. Andrew and Simon were
partners in the fishing business and had
lived and worked together all their lives,
but were no,v approaching the parting of
the ways. While Simon was spending his
evenings, as usual, on the fish-house porch
exchanging smutty stories with the other
fishermen, Andrew saved his evenings by
going over to Bethabara to hear John the
Baptist, and soon joined him as a disciple.
The changed life of Andrew, although
at first it made no visible impression on
Simon Bar-jona, set him to thinking and as
the days passed it gave him a growing confidence in his brother's religion. Then one
night Andrew failed to return to the nets.
It was the night that he found Jesus. Early
the next morning, with his face radiant by
the hours spent with Jesus, he hurried back
to the sea in time to meet Simon Bar-jona
con1ing in with the nets. When Simon was
quite a ways out Andrew called to him, "We
have found the Messias ! We have found
the Messias !" He called and called until
the sea rang with the proclamation. Com-
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ing to shore Simon tried to treat this with
indifference and began to unload the boat,
but there was an irresistible something that
made him leave the half unloaded boat in
the sand and run with Andrew to Jesus.
Blessed, thrice blessed, is the man whose
family has confidence in his religion. And
no less blessed is the man whose business associate and hired help believe in his religion. I would rather have them who work
and live with me believe in my religion than
to have the combined confidence of this entire congregation. Such a man was the first
disciple of Jesus. He had won the confidence of his hot-headed brother. This alone
would be sufficient to entitle him to a seat
within the inner circle. But, as we have
seen, he was always on the job bringing
men to Jesus. In the city he brings in the
strangers; on the mountain he leads the boy
and by the sea he takes his brother to Jesus.
No man can be instant in season and out of
season; busy in the city; busy on the mountain and busy in the valley for Jesus without the reward of an inner seat among the
chosen of God.

JAMES-THE

SELF-SACRIFICING.

CHAPTER III.
JAMES-THE

SELF-SACRIFICING.

"And he killed James, the brother
sword."-Acts
12:2.

of John with the

In the New Testament we have at least
four men by the name of James. James, the
brother of our Lord, who was head of the
Jerusalem Church (Acts 15 :13-19) and is
also credited for writing the Epist]e of
James.* James, the son of Alphreust and
one of the Twelve. James, the f athert
of Judas, not Iscariot. And James, son of
Zebedee, and brother of John.
This latter James was chosen to be one
of The Master's Twelve and was honored
with a seat in the inner inner circle. There
was within that inner circle of four an inner inner circle composed of three, namely:
*See chapter on JAMES-THE

LITTLE.

tin this study I am working on the hypothesis that
James, son of Alphreus and James the Less are identical.
Believing Mary, mother of James the Less (Mark 15:40) to
be Mary, the wife of Cleophas (John 19:25) and that
Cleophas is but another form of the name Alphreus. See
'la.,cw(3osin Robinson's Greek and English Lexicon. Also
chapter nine this volume.
:t:Our A. V. in Luke 6:16 reads, "And Judas the brother
of James while the original is only ,cal 'lovoav 'laKw{Jov.
I see no reason why this ellipsis should have been supplied with "the brother." Moffatt and Goodspeed supply
it better with "the son" and have their versions read,
"Judas, the son of James."
(See their translations and
page 135, the 11th edition Ency. Brit.)
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Peter, James and John who were granted
terms of closest intimacy with Jesus. When
only three were invited to accompany Him,
it was always these three. They were with
Him on the lv.Iountof Transfiguration. They
were with Him at the raising of the daughter of J arius. They were with Him inside
the: gates of Gethsemane. When in anticipation of the Cross the Master was sore
amazed and His soul exceeding sorrowful
He called Peter, James and John and with
them retired to the garden seeking shelter
amid the quiet olive branches. Not unlike
us, the troubled Christ felt the need of
earthly friends to watch and pray with
Him. When sorrows like sea billows roll in
upon us we have no desire to broadcast
them, but we must have a bosom friend or
two to whom we can confide them. We can
tell the world about our victories and pleasantries, but our defeats and sorrows we can
tell only to a few. We can glibly speak to
everyone about our successful boy, but our
tongues cleave to the roofs of our mouths
when we think of our prodigal son. Better
than fulgid rubies and sparkling diamonds;
better than shining silver and glittering
gold is a friend who has been tested, and
tried and proven one. We can have but a
few real friends and we don't need many.
Jesus asked three, just three, to come inside
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the gate. If we knew to a certainty that
tonight was our last night on earth and tomorrow we would begin eternity would we
go home, open house and call in the neighborhood? No! Indeed, No! Like Jesus we
would narrow that company of watchers
down to a few. Who would they be? They
would not be worldly wise and sp4'itually
dumb companions. Perhaps, we would send
for our minister and some other faithful
church member and with them have our
wife, our husband or our mother by our side
and these would be all. But these three we
must have. We are so constituted that we
feel the need of someone near when the
shadows fall. It is both human and Divine
to love and long to be loved. Jesus had
spent three long years trying to get His disciples to enter into fellowship with Him
that they might understand and love Him
and, yet, He had to trod the wine-press
alone. He was the most lonely and misunderstood Man of all times.
Behold Him in Gethsemane! Here He
is caught in the throes of the most crucial
hour of His life. He is facing sin as He had
not faced it before. Until now His experience with sin was that of an innocent, interested and troubled observer. He had seen it
transform angels of heaven into devils of
hell. He had seen it change a loving father
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into a raving demoniac wandering among
the tombs. But He had not experienced it
in His own life. It had had no power over
Him. Until now He could say to Satan
"Get thee hence" and Satan would obey.
Not so now. For the first time He begins to
feel the deadly pangs of sin tear their torturous ways in upon His Holy Being.
Though He was as pure as the Father in
heaven He was having sin "laid upon Him"
until He was "made sin." This, rather than
the Cross, is what troubled His soul and
caused Him to be sore amazed. His sufferings in Gethsemane were more severe than
those of Calvary. Here His tender tongue,
uncallou.sed by evil sayings, was forced to
taste the dregs of the cup of sin. Here His
tender body, that body so sensitive that He
could feel the soft touch of a woman's finger
on the edge of His seamless robe, was to be
made the dumping grounds for the sins of
men. What an hour! And, what a prayer!
The words of His prayer were mostly "this
cup" and "Thy will." Deliverance from the
cup or the will to drink it. Is it any wonder that great drops of bloody sweat stood
upon His face?
In this fearful hour, where are the
three? Leaning against a tree fast asleep.
Surely, not asleep? They had been invited
there to watch and pray. Yes, asleep! And
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for their nonvigilance they have incurred
the vituperation of the centuries. This may
be a new thought, but under such circumstances who could remain awake? The
Passion Week with its continual rush, excitement and loss of rest had left them tired,
weary and worn. It was now after midnight and the quietude of the garden was as
an opiate. And they were humans with
their limitations and weaknesses just as we.
So they slept. And were we they we would
have done likewise. The frailties and failures of men are about the same throughout
all generations and we should never criticise others until we, first, put ourselves in
their places. It is not only wise to see ourselves as others see us; it is just as wise to
see others as they see themselves. I wonder
if this latter gift isn't Divine? Jesus, first,
saw men as they saw themselves and, then,
saw them as they could be after they had
come under His transforming powers. It
was these combined views which enabled
Him to put the right man in the right place.
He gave James a seat within the inner inner circle not without a reason. In this disciple were both virtues and undeveloped
possibilities discernible to Jesus which encouraged Him to give this neophyte a distinctive honor and position shared by none
of his colleagues save Peter and John.
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What are some of these attractive features which he possessed? Our acquaintance begins with him while he is yet a fisherman. In the cool of the evening-or was
it in the heat of the day-when Jesus went
down to the sea of Galilee and called His
novitiates, Peter, Andrew and John, to leave
their ragged nets and follow Him? It was
here, according to our record, that He first
met James. At once He gave him an invitation to come with John and follow Him.
Straightway James threw down the end of
the net which he was mending and leaving
his father and the hired servants in the boat
he went to Jesus. This is very commendable. Everywhere we have men holding
back refusing to accept the Christ. They
disregard invitation after invitation. How
many of us utilized the first opportunity
we had to become Christians? James did!
He was obedient to the first call of the Master and continued, throughout his life, obedient to His requests, even so, obedient unto
death. This would, naturally, entitle him
to a seat among the intimates of Christ.
Friendship with Jesus is dependent upon
the execution of His commands.
"Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you."-St. John 15:14.

That statement is inclusive. It takes in all
His commands. And if those of us who are
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in the rear ranks of the Christian Army are
to be transferred to the vanguard of the
Lord and be made members of His innermost circle it is imperative that we obey all
His commandments.
Loyalty was another innate virtue of
James. This spirit in him was vividly displayed when he wanted to evoke fire from
heaven to consume the inhospitable Samaritans who refused to entertain Jesus while
enroute to Jerusalem. No man could be discourteous to Jesus without provoking
James. Yet, how often we hear people take
our Lord's name in vain without reprimanding them for it. We are afraid, we
would hurt their feelings, if we did. That
may be true but doesn't it hurt ours when
we hear a man swear? Would that we were
more loyal. We would enjoy a sweeter fellowship with Christ and have a closer walk
with God. At the raising of the daughter
of J arius when Jesus entered the death
chamber
"He suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James
and John and the father and the mother of the maiden."St. Luke 8:51.

Here was a difficult situation. Jarius was
a ruler of the synagogue. And the rulers of
the synagogues and the Pharisees were endeavoring, in every possible way, to entrap
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Him. Knowing this, Jesus took his friends
with Him, men on whom He could rely to be
His witnesses in case false accusations be
made against Him on this occasion. A traitor would be unfit. A man, who could be
bought or bribed, could not qualify. Only
the loyal ones can enjoy the closest proximity to Him. Every church has some such.
The preacher knows them. Every Sunday
he can count on them being at their posts
of duty unless hindered by sickness or otherwise impossible for them to be there.
There are always those loyal ones on whom
the preacher can count to help him put
across the program of the church. They
will give to the limit, and then give again
before they will allow the church to fail in
her obligations. Thank God for them.
Without them the church would be bankrupt. But while they are putting something worth while into their religion they
are getting something worth while out of it.
They are getting a joy and a fellowship of
which the indifferent church members are
ignorant. They have an intimacy with J esus which entitles them to sing,
"And He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own;
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known."

If we are going to enjoy a seat with the
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Master we must be loyal to Him. Can He
count on you? And on you? And on you?
We will not call this a virtue, but will
say that another outstanding characteristic
of James was ambitiousness. His ambitiousness was not a virtue because it was
misdirected. He preferred the exaltation
of self above everything else. Expecting to
see Jesus crowned King of the Jews James,
aided by his mother and John, quietly requested his Master to give the two throne
side seats to him and John, his brother. This
looked as though he was anxious to keep the
honors in the family. Their promotion
would have necessitated the demotion of the
Premier of the Apostles, Simon Peter.
James knew this. As we have already seen,
Peter was the right man in the right place
and to ungown him would be injurious to
the Kingdom. But that made no difference
with James so long as he was getting his
desire. And that characteristic was not
only peculiar with James (I wish it were)
but like a crimson thread we can see it running through all generations since then.
There are some men in the churches today
who prefer their own advancement above
the Kingdom's. Even so there may be some
such among the clergy. Preachers that are
ambitious for larger churches not because
they offer larger opportunities for service
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and sacrifice but because they are more attractive and lucrative. There may be a few
among us who has tarried sufficiently long
in Jerusalem that we might do well in larger fields of opportunity, but the bulk of us
have all that we can do in our present pastorates and if we do the best we can to
brighten the corner where we are, we will
have no time to politic for a place paying
more salary. It is not where we are; it is
what we are, that counts. John, the Baptist, had no desire to go to Jerusalem but
his work and his sermons were such that
all of Jerusalem went out to him. If the
world will make a beaten path to the mountain cabin of the man who made the best
mouse-trap in use, the world will go, regardless how remote it may be, to hear that
preacher who preaches as none other
preaches. It is not ours to seek for high positions as long as we claim to be followers
of Him who stooped to wash the dusty feet
of His disciples. If we do, He will reprove
us as He did James. Hear him. "Ye know
not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup
that I drink of; and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?" In other words, can you humble yourself to the
extent of the crucifixion of self? And James
did. There came into him something-the
same something can come into any life-

JAMES

59

which transposed his ambitions and enabled
him to relegate himself into the background
and exalt his Master and advance the work
of the Kingdom. He became the Self-sacrificing Apostle. And sacred to the memory
of his self-sacrificing brother John wrote
his entire Gospel without mentioning his
name. Some men are too big for us to write
about. Follow James at Pentecost. He was no
longer jealous of Simon Peter but willingly
acoopted a lower seat and allowed Peter to
have charge of that wonderful service when
three thousand people were converted. Peter was the leader; James was the assistant.
As the assistant his work was as important
as that of his chief's, but was not nearly so
spectacular. This is what he wanted. He
was not striving for the spectacular now;
he had already won the victory over self.
Now watch him grow. Albeit, the New
Testament is silent concerning the many
Christian triumphs he won we know that
they were many for no man can conquer self
without developing into a great saint who
constantly boosts the work of the Kingdom.
Then again, the very fact that Herod in his
attempt to crush the church chose James as
the first martyr to incarnadine his sword
shows this Apostle, at that time, to be
the greatest of the Twelve. The tallest tree
in the woodland attracts the lightning.
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J runes died* A. D. 44, just seventeen years
after he had left his nets. But wonderful
years they were. Years packed with service and sacrifice. It is not how long we
live that really matters; it is how much we
live. Father Methuselah lived nine hundred and sixty-nine years ( and had it not
been for the fl.oodt no telling how much
longer he would have lived) while Christ
lived but thirty-three short years. No!
Not short years. Look at them! Into those
years was crowded an eternity of service.
The work He did in those days will last
forever. All we can say for Methuselah is that he lived nine hundred and
sixty-nine years, raised a family and
died. But the sublimest and Divinest work
of the centuries was wrought by that life of
thirty-three years. The most superficial
manner by which to measure life is by its
length. You can only truly measure it by
the services it has rendered and the offerings it has made.
James was not only the first to die.; he
was the first to meet his Lord in that beau*As Matthias was chosen to succeed Judas when he
died, so was Paul chosen to succeed James thereby keeping
the full number of twelve in the College of Apostles.
tMethuselah having lived six hundred years after his
grandson Noah was born (Gen. 5:26-29) and Noah being
six hundred years old at the time of the flood (Gen. 7:6)
allows this conjecture.
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tiful city, and the first to receive the crown.
It is ever true. The crown follows the cross.
A crossless life is a crownless eternity. If
"The consecrated cross I'll bear,
Till death shall set me free;

I then can

"Go home my crown to wear,
For there's a crown for me."

We long to look forward to the wearing of
the crown and, yet, so many of us, feeling
we have more than our share of the burden,
chafe under the cross. Not so with James.
He carried his cross with a smile. Gladly,
each day, he denied himself and took up his
cross and followed Jesus. Then, it is said,
when the day of his departure was at hand
he displayed such remarkable courage and
fortitude, as he walked to the block unaided,
that his accuser confessed his guilt of
speaking against him; fell at his feet;
begged his pardon; got up, announced himself a Christian and was beheaded with the
Apostle. There was no place for a man like
James but in the innermost circle of the intimates of Christ. He is a fine example
for us to follow. Let us rejoice when we
are called to suffer with the Master. Instead of feeling hurt when some jealous
Pharisee in the church mistreats us we
should shout for joy, for we are followers of
Him who told us to rejoice and be exceeding
glad when men persecuted us and said all
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manner of evil against us falsely for His
sake. Suffering is the first prerogative of
the Christian. It is his greatest privilege.
It is the only way he can magnify his office.
We must enter our Gethsemane if we are
to come within a stone's cast of Jesus. We
must walk the Via Dolorosa and take the
crimson trail to Calvary if we are to come
close to the Saviour. Intimacy begins with
likeness. Meet a man of your profession
and a friendship is already begun. Meet a
person who has had experiences similar to
yours (for instance, recently each of you
lost a son) and at once you are friends. You
have something in common. What have we
in common with Him whose back was torn
by the unmerciful scourging; whose head
was lacerated by the crown of thorns; whose
hands and feet were spiked to the Tree and
whose side was pierced with the heavy
spear? The more we suffer, the closer we
come to Him. And if we are to be right by
His side, we must become the "Apostles of
the Bleeding Feet" leaving blood stains in
our footprints on the sands of time.

JOHN-THE

LOVABLE

CHAPTER IV.
JOHN-THE

LOVABLE.

"Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved."-John 13:23.

Great men never toot their own horns.
John wrote his entire Gospel without having mentioned his own name and nowhere
in his Gospel can be found the first personal
pronoun. The very fact that he refused to
name his name yet so frequently spoke of
"another disciple" helps us to believe that
that other disciple ( the anonymous colleague of Andrew) was none other than
himself. Working on this assumption we
have John and Andrew, disciples of the
Baptist, the first to follow Jesus. The morning following the night with the Messias
Andrew, as we have already seen, hastened
to Galilee to bring Simon Bar-jona to Jesus.
This left Jesus and John alone together.
Alone with the Christ. What a privilege!
What a fellowship! What an hour! And
how necessary such an hour. It is the only
way to get acquainted with the Messias.
Our ears are not sensitive enough to hear
His voice in the crowded streets where the
maddening throng jostles along. It is true
that there are times when we must leave the
summit and descend into the valley of ser65
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vice, but if the soul is to survive and thrive
we must make a beaten path up the climb to
God. The valley saps our virtue; the summit is the filling station of the soul. The
saints have always had their quiet trysting
places with God. Jacob his Bethel; Moses
his Sinai and Daniel his room facing .Jerusalem. Paul refused to go to Jerusalem for
an appointment until he had spent three
years amid the solitudes of the Arabian
desert. These years of quiet fellowship with
God had the most to do with his successful
missionary endeavors. Even Jesus retired
to His wilderness retreat for forty days before He inaugurated His public ministry
and then throughout His entire ministry
He would steal away from the multitudes
and go to the mount where He could be
alone in unbroken fellowship with His
heavenly Father.
I was minister in Monterey when that
splendid company of laymen, The Kingdom
Builders, was organized and had the privilege of helping to perfect that organization.
Just as soon as they got together they wanted to rush out into services; holding meetings over the county and bearing testimony
for Jesus. I discouraged them in this attempt and insisted that they tarry at J erusalem until they were endowed with i.he
power for service.. They accepted my sug-
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gestion and profitably spent six months in
regular weekly prayer meetings and then
when they went forth they had unusual
success in bringing men to their Saviour.
We are not losing time when we tarry in
the upper room; we are making haste. We
can do more real Christian service in one
day under the endowment of the Holy Spirit
than we can in a life time without it. John
began his mfnistry with an upper room experience.
However, the first year of his discipleship, not unlike that of his colleagues, wa.s
not one of continuous fellowship with the
Messias. During these early months the
disciples were often with Jesus but continued at their wonted occupations until they
were invited to lay aside their nets and become His _uninterrupted followirs.. It is
wholesome to notice that when they were
called in to life service they left their nets
behind. Those heavy, wet nets would have
inhibited their progress. So many times
here is where we fail. We refuse to disentangle ourselves from our old, wet fishing
nets. Our church has a perfect right to expect the full time service of her ministers_.
When a man is called to the high office of
preaching the Gospel let him sound_ the
knell of_ every pleasing proposition that
would encroach upon his time. He is to be
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a minister of God, that and that only. There
is nothing greater for him to do and to do
less he ought to be ashamed.
Christ calls men from little tasks to
larger ones. It was a long jump from catching fish to the hea1ing of the sick. It was a
far cry from mending nets to saving souls.
But that is Jesus' way. He calls the cobbler
from his bench and sends him forth a mis-sionary. He calls the salesman from the
counter and makes him our greatest evangelist. He calls the plowman from the furrow and lifts him to the pulpit. The Twelve
were,
1st. Simple believers on Christ.
2nd. Full time disciples, studying under Him.
3rd. Ordained Apostles.
4th. Given places of honor in the College of Apostles.
John was given a seat in that inner inner circla of which we have previously
spoken and was one of that triumvirate to
enjoy the higher privileges granted by their
Master. Then when only two were to_he
served _with marked distinctions John w.as
always one of them. Only Peter and John
were asked to make ready the Passover;
that sacred institution of our Lord's Supper. Only Peter and John were admitted
into the Ecclesiastical TriaI Chamber where
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Jesus faced Caiaphas and his prejudiced
court. Peter and John were the first of the
Master's Twelve to hear the news of the
Resurrection. But John had honors more
than these. His name was the last name to
appear upon the pages of sacred Scripture.
He was the only one to pillow his tired head
upon His Master's bosom, as a child on his
mother's breast. None but he could ask J esus the tender question of the identity of
His betrayer. Peter could not do it. He
couldbe tlieir spokesman on other occasions
but the nature of this question was such
that Peter had to ask John to ask it. We all
agree that the disciple spoken of as the one
whom Jesus loved was John. To none but
John would the dying Master commit_the
care of His heart-broken and disconsolate
mother, Now what was it that entitled
John to become Jesus' substitute to the Virgin Mary with the rare privilege of addressing her by that almost sacred name of
mother? How was it that John could come
the closest of all to his Master? He enjoyed
a contiguity which John the Baptist was
denied; and which Simon Peter never had.
Why was this? What tied him up in the
heartstrings of Christ7
They were not kindred spirits. They
might have been kinsmen in the flesh (perhaps cousins) but in natures,, characters,
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dispositions, habits, desires and Jives they
were antipodal. John was as a windstorm
or a cyclone and was properly styled "Son
of Thunder" or better, "Son of Anger."
Boanerges 1iterally means easily angered.
When he found one casting out devils in
Jesus' name who refused to join the disciples John forbade him. The inhospitality
of the Samaritans,_ according to this "Son of
A116er," was sufficient cause for their conflagration. Jesus was meek and lowly. John
sought for a high seat in the anticipated
kingdom while Jesus moved in service
among the rabble. John came from a house
of plenty and was the son of a master of
servants and a woman who from her plethoric purse helped to finance Jesus' pro-gram. Jesus, the son of Jewish peasants,
came from a cattle inclosure and walked
the lowest vale of indigency.
It was not martyrdom that won John to
the Master's side. It is true that he suffered and was designated a martyr but he died
a natural death. He was the only one of the
Twelve to so die. Not that he was unwilling to suffer a martyr's death, for his willingness to sacrifice himself he demonstrated time and time again aa tradition would
have us believe. In the persecution of the
Christians under Domitian he was ordered
to Rome and was thrown into a cauldron
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of boiling oil from which he was providentially spared as were the Hebrew children
from the fiery furnace. From there he was
sent to labor in the mines, and later exiled
on almost a desolate island in the Archipelago, called Pabnos, where he gave us his
Book of Revelations, and from which he was
delivered several years Jater by N erva, the
successor of Domitian and the repealer of
all his odious acts of expatriation. John returned to Ephesus taking up the work of
the martyred Timothy and later became
bishop of the diocese of Asia Minor, and
continued his labors traveling, writings,
presiding over conclaves until his death
which occurred in the ninety-eighth year*
of his life and according to Eusebius his
remains were interred near Ephesus, the
place of his greatest labors. It does seem
strange that these brothers, James and
John, were to have such different ministry.
James died, rather succumbed to the sword,
in just fourteen years after the Ascension
and was the first of the Twelve to die; while
John survived all the rest by many, many
years and then died a natural death and
had a decent burial. If it were not his spirit
of martyrdom that merited his coveted
place by the side of Christ should we attrib*John Fleetwood
Apostles."

in his compendium,

"Lives of the
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ute it to his many talents? Among the Bible penmen he is without a compeer.
"Among all the evangelical writers," said
St. Basil, "none are like St. John fDr the
sublimity of his speech, and the height of
his discourses, which are beyond any man's
capacity fully to reach and comprehend."
Epiphanus said, "St. John by a loftiness of
speech peculiar to himself, acquaints us, as
it were, out of the clouds and dark recesses
of wisdom, with the divine doctrine of the
Son of God." He is the author of Revelations, the three Epistles bearing his name
and the Johannine GoS-pelwhose authorship
some have recently questioned. Although,
in his writings he could soar into the empyrean beyond the outreach of the eyes of men
it was not this that entitled him to his propinquity with the Lord. Talents do not
bring us close to Jesus~ If they did Ingersoll wou1d have been a saint. Talents are
but loans from God. There is nothing permanent about them.
Prophecies fail;
tongues cease and knowleqge vanishes
away.
Then what was it that merited John the
privilege of the closest proximity with his
Lord?
Age? No! Age had nothing to do with
it. He was not the nestor of the College of
Apostles called to advise the young Prince
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of Peace (Jesus needed no earthly counselor; He was guided by an unseen Advisor)
but he was by far the youngest man among
them. Some have the strange idea thatold
age ripens us into saintliness. Not necessarily so. While the years bring some men
closer to Christ,. on the other hand they carry some men further and further from
Him. Neither does youth make us a vicinage
of Christ ..If it did we would fear the years.
Age 1 talents, martyrdom and consanguinity
alfogether were impotent to tie John up in
the heartstrings of his Master.
Then what was it? Ah! Here's thesecret. It was IovEZ, His _love for his Lord.
In love he excellea the others..
It was love that sent hlm to the Ecclesiastical Trial Chamber where haffied and
broken by bitter disappointment he slipped
from view to regain his equilibrium and returning rushed on fo11owinghis condemned
Master to the Praetorium; it was Jove that
led him down the Via Dolorosa aft.er the
cross-bearers and up the cUmb to Golgotha.
Com,e_with me to Calvary! If you can
stand the strain of that awful spectacle,
come near the crosses. They are three. Vilest of sinners hang on the end crosses suffering "indeed justly" while the central Cross
holds the innocent Son of God suffering for
the sins of men. How He suffers! More
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than physical suffering were the agonies of
that broken-heart as He looks down on
that crowd, clustered on the Hill of Blood,
dehumanized by hate. That crowd, which
He had come to love, and serve and save
now incensed by the blasphemous priests,
arrogant scribes and prevaricating elders,
was ready t.o tear Him from the Cross and
have Him nailed afresh to intensify His
sufferings. The soldiers in turn worked
hard and fast with swords and spears to
keep back the foul-mouthed synagogian rascals and that blood-thirsty gang of grinning scullions. Do you see that heartless
quaternion, whose hands and clothes are red
with the Saviour's blood, roll the dice gambling for His vestment? How could mortal
man sink so low as to wear the garments of
the ones he crucified? Look! What's that?
A Roman with lifted spear. Is he going ta
pierce the:heart of the Master? Would that
he would, and put an end to His agony. But
even if he wanted to do so orders would forbid. With the spear the soldier is lifting a
sponge of vinegar and hyssop, prepared by
the Ladies' Aid Society of Jerusalem as an
anresthetic for the cross victims, to the lips
of Christ which He promptly refused that
He might suffer to the full for our salvation. On and on in its increasing agony and
ridicule ran the dreadful event until God,
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even God, withdrew His face and emptied
the vials of an insulted nature upon his en..
emies. Black clouds veiled the face of that
midday April sun and flung their curtains
of darkness over Calvary and Jerusalem.
The walls about the city heaved and trembled and the gates fell from their heavy iron
hinges. The veil of the temple was rent in
twain from top to bottom admitting not
only the rabble of the temple's under-privileged but frightened lambs, and sheep and
bulls from the synagogian stockyards
crowded into the holiest of holy places. The
earth quaked and shivered in her circumgyrations opening the sepulchres of the
dead. Giant rocks leaped from their promontories and tumbled and crumbled down
the mountains around about Jerusalem.
The frightened band of hypocrites that
could laugh at Jesus' suffering fled for their
own safety. The wicked mob-at least the
bulk of the mob-dispersed; some finding
shelter while others '\"rerekilled in flight. At
the ninth hour the mysterious darkness
lifted and light and quietness prevailed.
The legionaries were on the hill. They had
to stay. A few blood-thirsty, devil-possessed cannibals remained to get another
chance at Jesus. The heart-broken women
and John, wept with blood, were clinging
close to the Cross. Summoning all His
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strength between the long int.ervals of
breathing Jesus consigned His mother
to the love and care of John. Hear
Him! "M-o-t-h-e-r, b-e-h-o-1-dt-h-y s-o-n !"
"J-o-h-n, b-e-h-o-1-dt-h-y m-o-t-h-e-r !" J esus dies. And John slips his arm around
the Virgin of Sorrows and gently leads her
from the Hill of the Skull to his own home
(John 19 :27) where, it is reported, he supported her until her death fifteen years later. All other work was secondary to this.
John waited until after her death before he
set out on his missionary journeys. Away
with the idea that a Christian's duty is to
neglect his loved ones and become a religious gadabout. Our first religious duty begins with them under our own roof. What
was it that caused John to attend the Virgin
Mary? His love for Jesus. And it was this
love which glued him to the Cross of the suffering Messias. Let the other disciples flee
whither they would John had to stay on Calvary until the end came. Love had sealed
him there.
John was more than the "Beloved Di_aciple; he was the Discipleof Love. And it
is love that brings us close to Jesus. It is
not a sermonic masterpiece; it is not an
elaborate, fluent prayer; it is not a great
doctrinal thesis tliat entitles u.s_ to the closest walk with the Son of God; it is our love
for Him.

PHILIP-THE

PERSONAL WORKER.

CHAPTER V.
PHILIP-THE

PERSONAL WORKER.

"The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee,
and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, follow me."-St.
John 1:43.

A peculiar reticence comes over us when
we go to approach some men on the subject
of religion. And they may be among our
best acquaintances and associates. Here
was Philip, a resident of the city of Bethsaida, the home town of Andrew and Peter,
and in all probability he was associated
with them in the fishing business, directly
or indirectly, and yet there is nothing to indicate that either of them told him that they
had found the Messias. Of course the time
for personal work was short. Andrew had
been with Jesus but two days (SaturdayMonday) and Peter only one day before Jesus called Philip to join them;
but a day was sufficient for Andrew
to find Simon Bar-jona and bring him
to Jesus. That's natural, you say. As
soon as a person finds Jesus his first
thought is for them of his household
be it brother, sister, father, mother, son or
daughter and this ought to be true, but a
man's religion must carry him to them beyond his own fireside. It was a marvelous
79
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achievement to win Simon Bar-jona to Jesus
but it was a sad thing to have no man
among them to go to Philip. Yet, this happens every day. Watch the personal workers in a revival meeting! A score of them
will mill around a certain sinner while that
same score will evade another sinner. Why
is that? Why is it that we double and treble
our efforts to win one certain man and neglect another man altogether? Is it because
we allow our interests to be governed by our
ideas of the man and not by the value of an
immortal soul? Then we are respecters of
persons. Is it that one man looks as if he
would be a larger asset in the church than
the other? Let not such low motives send
us gleaning in the Lord's harvest fields. Is
it fear? It should not be. We are Christian plenipotentiaries invested with Divine
authority and sent by the Spirit to them
whom He calls. Now then Philip was called
of the Lord and yet we have no record that
even one of Jesus' followers (Andrew, John
and Peter) went to invite him to come to Jesus. Jesus alone extended the invitation to
him. It would be presumptuous to inquire
why Jesus called him (He calls all men) but
it is in order to ask why He elevated him to
the apostleship. It was not that the Lord
was trying to create a College of Apostles
out of unknown Galilean fishermen to show
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the world the unlimited possibilities of men
who put their trust in Him. It was not that
Philip had within undeveloped potentialities
whose fruition would make him a preacher
or writer extraordinary or even ordinary.
We have no authoritative account of his
preaching and there are no canonical Gospels or Epistles bearing his name left to inform us of his ability to write. However,
the ancients believed him to have been a missionary to Upper Asia and later transfer
him as a missionary to Hierapolis, Phrygia
where he fell into the hands of the enemies
of Christianity and was put to death.•
Whether this tradition is true or false I believe that he was elevated to the apostolate
to do for man what no man (Jesus excepted) had done for him. He was called to be
a personal worker.
At once he went to work on Nathanael.
And Nathanael was no easy case, but Philip
knew how to handle his man. He had had
an experience of which he was certain. He
knew that he had found the Son of prophecy
and he also knew that Nathanael was versed
in the Scriptures and this gave him solid
ground to stand on when he said to his
friend, "We have found Him, of whom Mo•opinions differ as to the mode of his death. Some
believe that he was hanged by the Phrygians while others
hold they crucified him.
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ses in the law, and the prophets did write,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Of
course N athanae1 took issue with him and
asked, "Can there any good thing come out
of Nazareth?" But Philip was too wise to
argue. Had he done so he would have lost
his man. A personal worker is not a debater; he is not called to argue his point.
Wade C. Smith in his "Fishers of Men"
tells us that if we argue to convince our
man, regardless of the outcome of the argument, we lose our man. If we win the argument it provokes the unsaved and if he wins
it he laughs at us. In either case we do him
no good.
Religion is not to be argued. On every
hand there are controversies over matter
theological, doctrinal and Biblical while the
world is perishing without Christ. The
present discussion in pulpit and pew will
never bring men in touch with their Saviour. Jesus, I fear, is hidden so far behind our present-day religious discussions
that the lost world will die ere it gets a
glimpse of Him. Christianity is not to be
discussed, argued or debated. The very nature of it forbids argument. It is a life and
a life is to be lived, not discussed. Philip
had that extra sense which every successful
personal worker must possess, the sense of
saying the right thing at the right time,
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consequently he accepted the challenge of
his friend and invited him to "Come and
See." Nathanael went. There was nothing
else for him to do. And what a discovery he
made. He discovered Jesus not only a
Rabbi, and the King of Israel, but He found
Him to be the Son of God. All the argument in the world would have failed to have
done for this truth-seeker what his own
personal findings did.
This sixth sense which enabled Philip
to win his first triumph is not characteristic of him alone. It is true of eve·ry real
personal worker. A real personal worker
is a Spirit-filled and Spirit-led man. Observe the Spirit sending Evangelist Philip
to the Ethiopian (Acts 8 :29-35). It is the
Spirit who gives us the right word at the
right time to say to the right person. The
Spirit not only prepares the person whom
He sends. He also prepares the person to
whom we are sent for the reception of His
truth. He had Saul of Tarsus on his knees
waiting for Ananias. And I am convinced
that the church needs today men like Ananias who will find the individual and deliver to him the Lord's message.
There is no scarcity of preachers in our
denomination. I could resign today and
next Sunday another would succeed me in
my pulpit. Almost in every conference we
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have more big preachers than we have big
pulpits for them to supply. Our bishops and
presiding elders have their hands more than
full at the conferences trying to protect the
big station pulpiteers in keeping the big
preachers on country circuits from stealing
their city appointments. When a rumor
gets out that a certain big church is calling
for a promising country preacher for
next year it is amusing to stand in the conference church lobby and watch the frockcoat tails disappear for the bishop has called
his cabinet of elders to meet him in special
session. Something must be done in a hurry
to satisfy the church, protect the city
preacher and hold the country expounder on
the back creek circuit where he belongs.
We don't need men to write books. Everything under the sun, and lots of things
around and above the sun have been written
about, and discussed from every angle until
it is almost impossible to run across a new
thought about anything. Presses annually
spew forth their ten thousand volumes until
to the making of books there is no end.
Rich men? We have them galore. Methodism is suffering more now from her riches than she ever did from her tenuity. Rich
men on every side will shovel out their millions if we name our churches and colleges
in their honor. They are not nearly so much
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concerned for the exaltation of the blessed
name of Jesus as they are about the perpetuity of their own names. A multi-millionaire gladly endows a church college with
his millions and with perfect naivete relegates a sacred and holy name to oblivion
and in its place with brilliant, electric letters writes his own name. I am not expecting wealthy men to have a great part
in winning this world to Jesus. And I am
not so sure if interesting writers and brilliant preachers will have much of a hand in
the world's salvation.
If this world comes to Jesus it will be
led to Him by the scarred and calloused
hands of unheard of and unheralded personal workers who know that they have
found Him of whom Moses in the law and
the prophets did write, Jesus our Saviour,
the Son of God.
It has been almost two thousand years
since Jesus incarnadined the cross with His
own blood to save the world, and after all
these years the bulk of the world is unsaved.
It is high time we quit our dillydallying,
and our nonsensical theological controversies, and our seeking for big city pulpits
and lucrative church offices and go out in
the hedges and byways and compel the individual to come to Christ. In fact, I am wondering if a man who has really found the
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Messiah is willing to sacrifice the opportunity of the hedges and byways for the sake
of controversy or even the recompense of a
high salaried pulpit or a lucrative ecclesiastical office. The most solid work of the
church today is, as it has always been, not
the work of folding the ninety and nine but
the work of breasting the storm and searching the mountain for the one lost sheep. By
personal work Christianity inchoated its
conquest and by personal work Christiani ty will win its ultimate triumph.
It was never God's purpose to save
the world in a mass. Jesus came as
the personal Saviour of men. Just now
throughout the churches of our country
there goes the cry for a nation wide, indeed
a world wide, revival. All of us would like
to see such. But it is my conviction that if
such a revival comes it will not begin in a
metropolitan center but will start on a back
river circuit. It will not begin in J erusalem. It will begin at Jordan. The name of
the preacher in charge will not be found in
"Who's Who in America;" it will be farther
than that from the eyes of men. Perhaps,
long ago a bare-foot boy and a barlow knife
carved it high on a sycamore tree.
Recent visitation Evangelism discloses
the consistency of personal work. A report
compiled by Mr. Taylor in The Christian
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Herald sometime ago tells us that in twenty-three months this sort of Evangelism
won 41,293 persons to a definite decision for
Christ. Visitation Evangelism means what
its name implies. It means going into the
homes and places of business of the unsaved
to talk Christ to them. Any successful
evangelist knows that personal work in a
revival is of vaster importance than even
his preaching from the pulpit.
It is reported that the Sunday Campaign held in New York (1917) cost more
than $350,000.00. Thousands were in attendance upon the services and the saw-dust
aisles were crowded with trail hitters (reclaimed, reconsecrated and some converted)
but according to Dr. Charles L. Goodell, of
the Federal Council of Churches of America, only 200 united with the churches of
the city as a result of the great campaign.
That made each addition to the church cost
$1,750.00. In contrast is the Visitation
Evangelistic Campaign held in Philadelphia (1927) just ten years later. This was
a house to house, shop to shop and heart to
heart method. The results were 6,332 additions to the churches. Richmond, a year
or two ago, put on a similar campaign. The
churches got together, spent $500.00 in advertising, etc., and the reports disclose
3,087 accessions to the churches. I am not
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averse to Billy Sunday. He has been in my
pulpit and I personally know he is doing a
wonderful work but I want to go on record
here as saying that there are better methods
of reaching the unsaved than even those of
tabernacle meetings.
Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull with many
years of wide experience behind him, said,
"Reaching one person at a time is the best
way of reaching all the world in time."
I think it was Dr. J. 0. Peck who told
us that if his eternal salvation depended on
his winning a thousand souls for his Master
and he had but ten years to accomplish this
and had to choose between preaching and
personal work as a method to win them, he
would choose personal work as the surer
way even though he could preach with the
tongues of men and of angels. The personal touch is more effective than the sermonic
touch. It is a truism. We can close all our
churches, disrobe all the priests, unfrock
the clergy and retire all the Christians save
twelve loyal ones who would agree each to
win a soul in a year; the next year the
twenty-four would each win one; the following year the forty-eight do likewise and
so on that in less than thirty-five years every man, woman and child would be won to
Christianity.
But personal work is the most exacting
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work in the realm of Christian service. It
declares this in itself. It is definite, concrete, individual, personal work. It is so
much more difficult to deal in particulars
than it is in generalities. It is not so difficult to stand behind the breastworks of a
pulpit and, hit or miss, take a text and open
fire. It is quite a different thing to engage
in the hand to hand conflict with the individual sinner and hand him just that Scripture verse which will meet his needs. It is
not so difficult to group men and pray for
their salvation. It is quite another thing to
take-a certain individual and pray for him.
It might require a lot of effort and sacrifice
on our part to get the answer to our prayer.
It is not so difficult to stand within the
closed door and watch the ninety and nine.
It is vastly different to go forth and face the
storm, and climb the mountain, and suffer
the weather in search of the lost one. And
unless we are motivated by love we will
fail to hunt until the lost is found. The secret of personal work is love. A love which
keeps us from enjoying our religion until
we can share it with others. Witness Philip! The Paschal Supper is on. Jesus and
His intimates surround the table. The Master is talking about heaven and about God,
the Father, when Philip interrupted Him
and said, "Lord, shew us the Father!" His
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request, you will see the moment you look at
it carefully, was for the whole company.
Philip was not a selfish man. No personal
worker can be. He asked for no religious
experience and joy except that in which he
wanted the others to share. On the mount
where the hungry crowd tarried Jesus had
a reason for putting the question, "Whence
shall we buy bread, that these may eat," to
Philip, and not to the others. The sufferings of men always troubled him. They do
every man who loves men. And a man who
loves men is no respecter of persons. The
sufferings of the poor and the outcast pull
at his heartstrings just as quickly as the
sorrows of the rich and the renown. The
Greek strangers in Jerusalem, sensitive to
the sting of Jewish arrogancy, were quick
to ask him for the privilege of seeing Jesus.
The barriers of race, position, rank and nationalism fail to enter the mind of a real
personal worker.
How wide the range of such service of
love! On the mountain feeling the hunger
of men; in the city receiving strangers; and
on the way to a marriage feast finding a
man and leading him to Jesus. I am wondering if angels are not a bit envious of
such achievements. And, I believe, if that
angelic chorus were to leave heaven again
and come to this terrestrial shore they
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would not alight in the congested districts
of the greater metropolis with their proclamations of joy but would come once more to
the quiet, undisturbed fields of the lonely
shepherds.
Personal work! There is nothing better
for us to do. Don't worry because you cannot preach a great sermon. Only one of the
Twelve was the Pentecostal preacher. Don't
worry because you cannot write a thesis on
your religion. Only three of the Twelve became New Testament penmen. Don't worry
because you cannot make a fluent prayer in
public. Only a few men can. Yours is a
nobler work. Be active in your works of
mercy; be flaming witnesses of His saving
grace. Go on in your work finding the individual and bring him to the Master before
you go up higher. It is true.
"Heaven's gate is shut to him
Who comes alone:
Save thou a soul and
It shall save thy own."

Then rejoice in God. Dry up those tears.
Fling aside that downcast look. You the
servant of man becomes the heir of glory.
There is a crown burnished for you; there
is a house with many rest rooms ready for
you; there is a regal robe awaiting you; and
all of heaven fains your entrance. Angels
are lingering at the City gates to do you service and you shall reign with the King of
glory forever.

BARTHOLOMEW-THE

GUILELESS.

CHAPTER VI.
BARTHOLOMEW-THE
"Behold an Israelite
St. John 1:47.

GUILELESS.

indeed, in whom is no guile."-

The majority of people in the Kingdom
of God were brought in by the hands, hearts,
prayers, influences and lives of others. Nathanael Bartholomew* was won by Philip.
Nathanael being a Galilean suffered the embarrassment of the dictum current among
the Pharisees (John 7 :52) "Search and
look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet,"
and hence his inquiry "Can there any good
thing come out of Nazareth?" Of all Galilee Nazareth was especially infamous.
True! It was a beautiful village situated
on a promontory commanding the most
.scenic valley of Israel and the fertile plain
of Esdraelon, overlooking Jordan and the
placid vraters of Lake Gennesaret, but it
,vas the home of illiterate people and worse,
it ,vas the habitat of folk of low morals. It
had given to the world neither prophets nor
other great men.
It seems as if some towns and communities are unable to give us great men. The
atmosphere is not conducive to such devel*In this study I am working on the hypothesis that
Nathanael of John's Gospel and Bartholomew (son of Tolmai) of the Synoptics are identical.
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opment. Other towns and communities
have that environment which makes greatness. Bethsaida gave us three of the Twelve.
Coming closer home we have two states,
Ohio and our own Virginia, that have furnished our nation with fifteen of her thirty
Presidents.
Feeling that what Philip said was too
good to be true Nathanael challenged him
with his question only to receive that unique
answer, "Come and See!" And although for
a moment Nathanael may have hesitated
there was a mysterious something about
the man and his answer which sent the inquirer forth bent on a personal investigation. "While Nathanael was not free from
prejudices, he showed his guilelessness in
being willing to have them removed. He
came and saw. This openness to conviction
is the mark of moral integrity. The guileless man dogmatizes not, but investigates,
and therefore always comes right to the
end. The man of bad, dishonest heart, on
the contrary, does not come and see."*
The world would be much better off if
we had more men to investigate Jesus. Most
of our present day criticism of Jesus and
His church is by people who have never
learned to know Him. The gang that berates the church and condemns religion is
*B~uce in "The Training of the Twelve." Page eight.
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the gang that has never tried religion. Why
listen to them? Who would go to a layman
rather than a physician for medical advice?
Who would prefer the advice of a layman to
that of a lawyer on legal matters? No sane
person would and yet we have people stupid
enough to listen to the inexperienced, ignorant ones on matters of religion in preference to those enlightened by the Word and
Spirit of God.
I am impressed with the experience of
Alexander Hamilton. In his early life he
sneered and laughed at the Bible and Christianity. One night he came to his senses
and soliloquized that he had no right to
make light of those things in which so many
people believed until he had investigated
them for himself. He began with the study
of the Gospels and was converted before he
finished them. - Many others have similar
experiences. Our Lord is willing to be investigated. Every one is invited to "Come
and See" for himself. Christianity is not
a hearsay. It is a personal experience. An
experience embracing many surprises.
Behold Nathanael! He was surprised
to find the Man who knew all about him,
and thus the question, "Whence knowest
thou me?" The Lord knows us better than
we know ourselves. And we shall never get
acquainted with ourselves until the Lord
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introduces us. We find ourselves only when
our lives are hid with Christ in God. Away
from God we over-estimate or under-value
ourselves. On the one hand we feel too good
to need a Saviour while on the other hand
we feel so worthless that we are willing to
put an end to our miserable existence.
Nathanael was further surprised at the
cordial reception his wise Host gave him.
Jesus disregarded the vilipendency of this
Galilean from Cana and without reference
to the inhabitants of that country stigmatized with its vices He complimented Nathanael. Our Lord does not use the tactics
of men in dealing with them. He, who invariably returned good for evil, was always
ready to speak a good word for the one deserving it. The world would be a happier
place in which to live if that example were
followed. We are quick to vociferate the
weaknesses of our fellowmen but are reticent about their virtues.
"If we spoke of people's virtues

And their faults refuse to see;
What a happy, delightful place,
This world of ours would be."

The world is dying for a little bit of love.
It would do a lot of good for husbands and
wives, parents and children, neighbors and
friends to exchange words of praise and
commendation. If some husbands would
use the same endearing terms when talking
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to their connubial sweethearts as they used

to do when speaking with their pre-nuptial
sweethearts it would be a Balm of Gilead.
The wedding bells were not intended to ring
the changes in the lover's vocabulary.
A devoted wife lay dying. She had been
married for a long time to a man who had
loved her but had failed to tell her so. Her
going out constrained him to speak his
heart. He took her hand in his and said,
"Dear, you have always been so good to us.
Always such a loving wife and devoted
mother." "I have always tried to be," whispered the dying wife, "but you never told
me that before. I have to die to hear you
say that." Countless other wives and mothers are daily wearing themselves out serving their families without one word of encouragement. Somehow or another we have
the habit of saving our eulogies for our
friends until they are dead. Flowers are
nugatory to the deceased. Though the dead
may sleep under a wilderness of roses those
roses cannot warm that cold body or light
up that expressionless face, but had they
been given sooner they would have beautified the life and gladdened the soul of the
living. Now is the time for flowers. Give
me a few scattered words of encouragement
now in preference to your costly floral
wreaths for my bier.
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But again, not the least of Nathanael
surprises was to find himself envisaged
with the Divine. He immediately discovered Jesus of Nazareth to be more than a
Rabbi; he saw in Him the Son of God who
was indeed the King of Israel. No man can
honestly investigate Jesus, face to face,
without discovering His Sonship and Divinity. If those having scruples about His
Virgin Birth and Divinity were to come into full view of the Son of God those scruples
would give place for an experience of the
warming of the heart which would send
them forth flaming evangels of the everlasting Gospels to the honor of men and the
glory of God. The Immaculate Virgin Life
of Jesus corroborates His Immaculate Virgin Birth. Onewhere I read of two Jews.
One was a Christian and the other was not.
The unconverted Jew disparagingly interrogated his Christian friend, "If an unmarried woman today had a son could you believe that he was virgin born?" "I could,"
said the Christian, "if he were the kind of a
son that Jesus was."
Jesus astonished Nathanael further by
informing him that he was but in the beginning of delightful experiences which were to
continue with increasing glory until he
would review the maneuvers of angels about
the Son of God. It is obvious that the long-
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er we linger in His presence the more delightsome are the experiences. After months
of constant association with Jesus Nathanael was one of twelve to be ordained an
Apostle. Why was he so honored? Why was
a Canaanite given the office of an Apostle?
What entitled him to a place among the immortals?
Tradition attempts to acquaint us with
his missionary peregrinations in India,
Phrygia and Armenia. At Hierapolis
(Phrygia) he was associated with Philip in
the spread of the Gospel until the latter's
martyrdom when he also was sentenced to
die but, after his much suffering, the sympathy of the magistrates was aroused and
they delivered him from the cross to which
he was tied and set him at liberty. Later, in
the wicked idolatrous city of Albanapolis,
Armenia, he was accused by the magistrates
and the Governor granted them permission
to flay him alive and crucify him head
downward. In "The Last Judgment"
Michel-angelo presents Nathanael with his
skin hanging over his arms. It is difficult for
us latter day disciples to apprehend the persecutions and sufferings of the disciples of
earlier days. If a slight scratch is irksome
what must it be to be excoriated and then
crucified? We modern Christians would
blush with shame when·we chafe under our
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light persecutions for righteousness' sake if
we paused long enough to pull back the curtain and behold the fortitude of that heroic
company of Apostles. It would appear that
the treatment which they received would
have clipped Christianity in the bud. And
it would have, had not our religion been
Divinely born and Spiritually promulgated.
I lose no sleep fearing the ultimate outcome of Christianity. I am an optimist on
the Christian faith. If the enemies of
Christianity were impotent to inhibit its
progress when they could skin men alive,
burn them at the stake and crucify them
there is no reason why any one should be
paralyzed over the flotsam and jetsam
spewed out of the mouths of our present
day infidels and modern scoffers. Instead
of martyrdom stultifying the growth of the
Kingdom it advanced it. Instead of their
sacrifices intimidating others, others were
inspired by them. The stoning of Stephen
inspirited Saul of Tarsus to follow in his
train. And God always honors men who
will sacrifice themselves that they might
glorify Him, but this was not the primary
reason for Nathanael's elevation to the
Apostleship. Above all things Nathanael
was a good man. An honest man. A sincere man. An Israelite free of guile. Just
to be called an Israelite was an honor. The
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title of "Israelite" was something worth
having in those days. It went back to Jacob's day when he had had that profound
experience with God, preparatory to his
reconciliation with Esau, when His name
was changed from Jacob, the Supplanter to
Israel, the friend of God. It represented
purified and redeemed human nature. And
yet, then as now, there were hypocrites
among them bearing this title. Not all of
them were of great moral excellency and
purity of heart. Many of them lived far
short of their professions. Being the title
of greatest honor it was naturally susceptible to being counterfeited the same as
Christianity. Today the name Christian is
the most complimentary appellation in our
possession. Stanley Jones tells us that
when India wanted to honor her most distinguished son, Mahatma Gandhi, she looked around to find the best title to confer
upon him and finally decided to call him a
Christlike man. There is no higher opinion
for us to have of any man than that he lives
up to his profession as a Christian; and can
we have a more despicable one of any man
than to know him as a man whose life fails
to attain his profession? Demosthenes
charged ..tEschines with the greatest crime
of which an orator may be accused, namely,
that his opinions and languages failed to

104

THE MASTER'S TWELVE

harmonize. The only death dealing miracle
performed by Jesus while here was the slaying of a hypocrite. He cursed the fig-tree
and made it die. Why? Not because it was
without fruit. It was not the time of the
year for figs. He destroyed it because it
had leaves on it. The leaves on fig-trees are
invitations to come and enjoy the fruit. It
is the nature of fig-trees to bring forth their
fruit before the leaves appear, or simultaneously with them. So there it was clothed
in its hypocritical foliage trying to deceive
the tired and hungry wayfarer entering
Jerusalem. That is what incensed the Master and caused Him to smite it. Nothing
aroused His indignation quicker than hypocrisy. He loved sinners. He was a friend
to sinners and publicans. He had nothing
but pity, and kindness, and sympathy, and
compassion and love for them. It was for
such that He came and sacrificed Himself.
For their sakes He drew the picture of the
prodigal son and magnified the love of the
father. On the other hand he warned the
Pharisees and hypocrites by the destruction
of the fig-tree. So while He emptied His
love upon sinners He poured forth His severest condemnations upon Scribes, and
Pharisees and hypocrites. He scorched and
blistered them with vitriolic invectives likening them unto "whited sepulchres" beau-
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tiful on the outside, but inwardly full of
dead men's bones and rottenness. Let us
not be as the hypocrites. Let us be true.
Let us be as good as we appear to be. Those
destined for promotion in the Kingdom are
the people that are faithful and true. It
was so in the days of Nathanael; it has been
so ever since then and shall be so as long as
time shall last. The thoroughly good man
constantly moves into new realms of Christian experiences giving him a closer proximity with God.
Experiences do not excel life. No one
living a little bias life can expect to enjoy
great religious experiences. Furthermore
no Iittle, narrow life can expect wide
achievements in the realm of Christian service. Our deeds fail to surpass our lives.
The story is told of a stranger who happened in a boarding-house notorious for its
much profanity and many obscene stories.
The new boarder was not there very long
until the influence of his personality was
felt. After a while the boarders quit swearing and the telling of filthy stories was discontinued. What had happened? The man
had not preached a sermon. He had used
no words to rebuke them. He did something better. He lived such a splendid life
that it charged the atmosphere in that
boarding-house with good until it became a
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different place in which to live. The influence of such a life is a benediction in any
home or community. The weary eyes of
God are ever alert to find that type of man
for His service. Jesus was not so anxious
that the College of Apostles be composed of
great preachers, great writers, great missionaries and great scholars as He was that
it be made up of men, sincere men, whose
beneficence no charge could exhaust.
Nathanael was of this type. Albeit he
lived in the age and country notorious for
their profligacy he was known for his purity of life. And the secret of his guilelessness was the regularity of his fellowship
with God. Good men pray regularly while
others pray when the occasions demand or
emergencies arise. The fig-tree was Nathanael's regular trysting place with God.
That is the reason Philip knew just where
to find him.
There are two kinds of prayers. Public
and private. Both are acceptable. Not all
of those who pray in the temple and on the
street corners are hypocrites making elaborate prayers to be heard of men: many of
them are since,re hearts who availeth much
with God, but it is a bad sign to pray more
in public than in private. The secret closet
is the place in which to major in prayer.
If we tarried longer in the closet with the
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door shut, shutting the world out and God
and us in, our lives would have larger influences for good on the lives of our friends
and neighbors. I read a recent book (The
Methodist Evangel-page 88-89) in which
the author (Dr. 0. E. Goddard) said, "That
every great historic revival has been
brought about by re-discovering and re-emphasizing some neglected truth. Judging
the future by the past we may say that the
revivals of the future will be brought about
by re-discovering and re-emphasizing some
neglected truth or truths." He names several truths that we ought to re-discover and
re-emphasize. They are good but I would
like to add to them-PRAYER.
If again
we are to enjoy another religious awakening, similar to those under Wesley and
Luther, it is mandatory that we recapture
the secret of prayer and re-discover the
quiet closet wherein we can be alone with
God.

THOMAS-THE DISCOVERER.

CHAPTER VII.
THOMAS-THE

DISCOVERER.

"And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord
and my God."-St. John 20:28.

The world is bound to remember a man's
sins. The doubtings of Thomas will be held
against him as long as there is part and
parcel of his name left. When he questioned
the report of his colleagues on the Resurrection and asserted that nothing short of a
personal experience with the Master could
convince him of the veracity of their claims
he did that which branded him a skeptic
and an unbeliever forever. The sins of men
will do more than find men out while they
live; they will inevitably follow them down
to their chambers of dust. It is a strange
thing that the knowledge of the wages and
consequences of sin fails to inhibit the
wrong-doings of men. In spite of everything men persist in sin offering trite excuses for themselves with the faint hope of
being thus exonerated. But it does not
,vork. Adam placed the blame on his wife
but, just the same, the gates of Eden were
closed, and him expelled. The man burying
his talent tried to excuse his own negligence
by magnifying the austerity of his master
111
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but, just the same, he was cast into outer
darkness.
However, Thomas differed from them in
that he did possess a most remarkable excuse for his unbelief but that has not mitigated the reproach and scorn which have
followed his name. Here is his position. He
was asked to believe in a human impossibility. When he last saw Jesus he saw Him
hanging limp and lifeless upon the Cross
with water and blood dripping from His
pierced heart and now within three days his
colleagues asked him to believe that this
same Jesus was alive. It is true that
Thomas was present at the raising of Lazarus but that was entirely a different thing
from this. While Jesus was alive he could
grant Him power over death but he could
not go far enough to conceive of the power
of a dead Master. Then, furthermore, most
of the stories current in Jerusalem at that
time substantiated his skepticism. The
Church, State and soldiers on guard at the
tomb circulated the idea that the body of
the Master was stolen from the sepulchre.
Only a few visionary disciples and a handful of hysterical women asserted that He
had risen from the grave. This combined
antithetical assertion of the Church, State
and legionaries made it impossible for
Thomas to believe that the disciples and wo-
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men had seen other than a phantom. Thus
he called for personal experience. Only the
sight of Jesus and the touch of the nailprints would alter his opinion, he affirmed.
Such an experience is always better than
the testimony of others. A man's own religious experience is that which grounds his
faith in God. While the others had seen the
risen Christ, Thomas as yet had not. And
the reason he was lacking the experience
which they had is because he was absent
from the Upper Room, the evening of the
first day, when Jesus through closed doors
came and stood in their presence. What a
tragedy to be absent on such an occasion!
He whose hopes were crushed on the morning of the Crucifixion now lost the joy of
being present on Christ's return from the
grave. He lost something here which he
will never regain. He lost a whole week of
rejoicing and peace of mind and heart which
he will be unable to pick up throughout all
eternity. Wasted moments are never recaptured. No one can absent himself from
church and squander his Sunday without
suffering the irreparable loss of a religious
experience which his soul is entitled to have.
It is a truism that he who neglects the house
of prayer does so to the injury of his immortal soul.
"A Sunday well spent
Brings a week of content."
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"Why was our Sunday changed from the
Jewish Sabbath, from the seventh day to the
first day of the week?" was a question I recently heard asked the Bible Class in our
local high school, to which a bright boy
answered, "It was changed so that we could
begin the week right." The boy's philosophy was good. No week is properly begun
unless the first day is given to God. I also
agree with the philosophy of the little girl
who likened the days of the week to a train
of cars. She said that Sunday was the engine and the six days of the week were the
six cars attached to it. What good are cars
without an engine? Who would want a
train of either empty or loaded cars with no
power to move them? Sunday is the day,
the first day of the week, when we are innervated with power for the pull of the
week. And he who loses this day is incapacitated for the spiritual triumphs which
otherwise he would have won. Here is where
Thomas lost out. He was not the only follower of Jesus to doubt His resurrection.
They were all skeptical about it.
On the Resurrection Morning devoted
Mary stood at the mouth of the empty sepulchre weeping because she thought that the
enemies had stolen her Lord's body and she
knew not where they had laid it. On the
same day Cleopas and another disciple were
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on the weary trek to Emmaus when they
were accosted by the risen Christ and it was
exceeding difficult for Him to convince them
of His identity. The Apostles disbelieved
the women's story of the Resurrection and
considered their words as idle tales ( St.
Luke 24 :11). The testimony of the Emmaus travelers added to the women's story
was futile to change the minds of the
Eleven* who were thoroughly convinced of
the impossibility of the Resurrection. When
Jesus actually appeared in the room before
them on the night of the Resurrection Day
they were terrified in that they thought He
were a ghostt (St. Luke 24 :37) and to
prove Himself it was necessary for Him to
partake of their fish and honey. This was
required despite the information Peter,
James and John received on the Mount of
Transfiguration concerning His resurrection. Certainly Thomas was not more hypercritical than they in demanding that he
*Eleven here does not necessarily mean that eleven
were actually present any more than the whole of the
Twelve saw Him after the Resurrection (1 Cor. 15:5). In
the latter case we know that Judas was dead. The terms
eleven and twelve were used in that they were the ordinary
terminology even when their numbers were incomplete.
This accounts for Mark 16:14 and John 20:24.
tSpirit here comes from the original Greek 1r11EVµ,a.
which Moffatt and Goodspeed translate into ghost. Both
translations are correct and are interchangeably used
throughout the New Testament.
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must first see Jesus and touch the nailprints
before he could concur in their faith. But
when he saw Jesus, what a revelation! His
faith eclipsed that of his colleagues. He
forgot to lay his finger in the nailprints but
fell at the Master's feet, exclaiming, "My
Lord and my God!" This was the greatest
discovery of the ages. The most important
discovery possible to man is to find in Jesus·
his own personal Saviour.
Jesus had many titles. Seven hundred
and fifty years before the Annunciation
Isaiah announced, "His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." When born the Magi brought their
costly gifts to "The King of the Jews."
When He was baptized God said, "Thou art
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
John introduced Him to the disciples as
"The Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world." Philip said to Nathanael,
"We have found him of whom Moses in the
law, and the prophets did write, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael
on seeing Him cried out "Thou art the Son
of God; thou art the King of Israel." Speaking in direct answer to the Messiah's question, Peter said, "Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God." Procurator Pilate
held Him up to the accusing mob as "The
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Perfect Man;" while the Roman Centurion
proclaimed Him "The Son of God." Mary
was honored in having Him for her supernatural Son. The women worshipped the
risen Christ and ten of the Apostles said,
"We have seen the Lord." Thomas alone
accepted Him as his God. It is true that
the woman at the open sepulchre spoke of
Him as her Lord but to her He was a dead
Lord whose inanimate body was in the
clutches of grave robbers. But to Thomas
He was a resurrected, living Lord. Thank
God for Thomas and his pioneering into
this untraveled realm of Christian experiences.
Above all things Jesus needed among
The Master's Twelve someoneto accept Him
as his personal Saviour and thus present
Him to the world; hence the ordination of
Thomas. This was the climacteric achievement of Thomas' life. Let him be the great
missionary of whom the ancients delight to
inform us; let them advise us of his extended peregrinations in the lands of the Medes,
Persians, Carmanians, Hyrcanians and the
Bractarians; let them follow him down to
Ethiopia and to the islands in the Arabian
Sea and thence eastward to India where he
was martyred outside the gates of the city
of Maliapour; let them tell us that in Persia
~m~~M~(~tora~~B~hl~~
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manger) and baptized them and sent them
forth preaching the good news of the Resurrection, but I still believe that the outstanding event of his life ( as it is in the life of
every man) was his discovery of his Saviour. All of his later Christian triumphs
can be attributed to that experience.
Chrysostum said, "St. Thomas, who at
first was the weakest and most incredulous
of all the Apostles, became, through Christ's
condescension to satisfy his scruples, and
the power of divine grace, the most active
and invincible of them all; travelling over
most parts of the world, and living without
fear in the midst of barbarous nations,
through the efficacyof that Almighty power
which can make the weakest vessels to perform acts of the greatest difficulty and moment."* It was the warning of the heart of
John Wesley, on the night of May 24th,
1738 at a quarter of nine, which prepared
him for his success. Prior to then he had
wrought nothing compared with his subsequent achievements. It is worth our while
to wait upon the Lord for such an experience. Though Thomas was forced to the
unpleasant task of remaining for a week in
company with those enraptured over an experience of which he was ignorant it was
the most profitable week of his life. I be*Page 491 Fleetwood's "Life of Christ."
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lieve it would be profitable for us if we
recaptured the use of the mourner's bench.
The hours spent there pleading with God
were not wasted. No one can wait upon the
Lord without having his strength renewed.
If we wait upon the Lord we have the promise that our faith will mount up with wings
like eagles. If we had more people to linger
longer to envisage the Christ and have Him
disclose His identity we would have more
people possessing a personal Saviour.
Jesus is not afraid to be tested. He accepted the challenge of Thomas, as He does
that of every man. He always rings true.
Investigate Him from every angle and He
is the same, eternally the same. For two
thousand years the searchlight of criticism
has been turned upon Him and He stands
today the same unchangeable Christ. I have
no fear of Him being destroyed. Neither
do I fear the destruction of His Word nor
His Church. They are eternal. Sooner
will the everlasting hills crumble into dust
than one jot or one tittle of His Word fail;
sooner will the gates of Hades reel and fall
from their rusty hinges than His Church
cease.
Bernard Clausen in "Pen-Portraits of
the Twelve" tells us of the challenge of Mr.
Charles Bradlaugh, the London atheist to
that great English clergyman, Hugh Price
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Hughes. The debate was to be on the subject of Christianity. Hughes accepted the
challenge on the condition that the atheist
allow him to produce a hundred men and
women from all walks of life who had been
redeemed from all manner of sin by the
power or the blood of Christ. The atheist
was to produce a like number who had been
blessed and saved by atheism. Both sides
were to appear on the platform of St. James
Hall, London, and bare t.estimony to their
saving experiences. What occurred? Easy
enough. There was no debate. The atheist
failed to appear. Atheism has never blessed
humanity. Only Christianity can transform
humanity and make this ,vorld what it ought
to be. Nothing but Christianity can stand
at the head of the street called Scarlet and
call out to the sinsick woman to leave the
squalor of prostitution and come to the light
of a new day. Nothing but Christianity
can pull from the gutter a derelict and make
him a messenger of righteousness. Nothing but Christianity can wander among the
tombs and put to flight satanic legions and
clothe the demoniac in his right mind. Only
Christ can speak to the black, boisterous
Galilean's waters and the angry winds and
have them behave. At His word not only
the winds instantly quieted but the leaping
waves of Galilee, which on every occasion

THOMAS

121

continued to toss and dash for a long time
after the departure of the wind whither it
goeth, immediately disappeared. The world
cannot behave itself unless there is the
Christ on board. We must have a Master
of the wind and storm. Had the Saviour
never been born mankind would have tried
to have fashioned one. But thanks be to
God for giving us a wonderful Saviour. And
no man has ever yet found Him without
finding more than he had anticipated.
Thomas lingered to see a resurrected Master and he found his own personal Saviour,
his Lord and his God. What an experience!
A little while before, while others were
clamoring for throne-side seats, Thomas
the one disciple who had expected to enter
Jerusalem to die with a dying Master (John
11 :16) now had the unexpected, vitalizing
experience of realizing that he was to live to
testify to the Resurrection of his Saviour.
It is a great thing to pass from death unto
life. It is a great thing to emerge from the
darkness and blackness of doubt into the
light and radiancy of the personality of a
risen Christ.

MATTHEW-THE

MAN.

CHAPTER VIII.
MATTHEW-THE

MAN.

"And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man,
name Matthew."-St. Matt. 9:9.

Being a tax-gatherer Matthew was beneath the notice of the disciples which made
his call to discipleship come from Jesus
alone. When Rome got control of Palestine
she divided the country into districts for
taxation. The Imperial Government set
over each district a general collector of taxes
who would sublet sections and cities in his
territory to native Jews who paid him satisfactory rents. The native tax-gatherers
were allowed to increase the tax rate as it
pleased them and to retain the surplus
money for their own remuneration which
afforded them unlimited opportunities to
become wealthy. But their money making
machine was a destroyer of friendship. The
very moment a Jew bought the right to exact publicum * he was branded a publican
and considered the most despicable wretch
to be found. Everyone hated a publican.
The Church was against him. Although he
was permitted to go up into the temple to
*The Roman tax was commonly known as publicum
among the Jews and the collector of taxes was dubbed a
publican.

126

126

THE MASTER'S TWELVE

pray he was allowed no association with
the church folk. The proud Pharisee would
stand in the temple and thank God that he
was not like a publican. The New Testament (Matt. 21 :32) degrades him into the
same category with harlots. Jesus (Matt.
18 :17) * made the collocation "heathen and
publican." The entire Jewish citizenry
looked upon a publican as a "turn-coat" and
a "traitor" worse than a Benedict Arnold.
Every time a Jew looked on a toll-booth
(and they were as numerous as the letters
of a Chinese alphabet) it reminded him of
his servitude and to find one of his own race
in the execrable work of farming revenues
was enough to arouse the enmity of any selfrespecting son of Abraham. The Jews not
only refused to have social fellowship with
the publican but they ostracized his family
from their society. It was a common saying among them, "Take not a wife out of
the family in which there is a publican, for
they are all publicans." Even to the Greeks,
strangers within the gates, a publican was
a persona non grata. Once when a Greek
scholar was asked which were the worst
kinds of wild beasts he replied, "In the
mountains lions and bears; in the cities pet*It is interesting to note that Matthew himself is the
one to furnish us with these comparisons.
Evidently he
didn't think much of his former position.
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tif oggers and publicans." The Greeks called
them plunderers, parasites and prostitutekeepers.
Through the gate of this kind of man
Jesus and His coterie had to pass during
their stay of eighteen months in Capernaum. Capernaum was a strategic center
for both Church and State. Consequently
Jesus established His Galilean Headquarters there and it was there where Jesus performed most of His wonderful works. Likewise there at Capernaum's gate was the
tax-collector's booth and the seat was occupied by Matthew. This booth was situated
so as to be on the boundary line of the territories of Philip and Herod Antipas and on
the main thoroughfare between Damascus
and the Mediterranean; and was also the
gate-way to and from the Sea of Galilee.
This furnished the opportunity to tax the
fishermen coming in as well as the excursionists going out by boat. Soon Matthew
became a familiar figure to the Christian
company. He was always there when they
passed in and out of the city. But their going to and fro was neither a delight to the
disciples nor a pleasure to Matthew. While
a publican was repulsive to them these travelers, having emptied their purses into the
common purse carried by Iscariot which
was very frequently depleted by distribu-

128

THE MASTER'S TWELVE

tion made to the poor, were nuisances to the
tax-gatherer who lost time in checking them
in and out of his gate without revenue.
About the time of the establishment of the
routine procedure of passing them without
lengthy examination a strange thing happened. After the disciples had passed on
Jesus stepped to the booth and commanded
Matthew to follow Him.
Every one about the gate was surprised.
Some were glad and some were sad. Matthew's immediate departure without official
resignation left the gate without a collector
until a successor was appointed which
aroused the animosity of those that had just
been taxed and delighted those waiting in
line to be taxed, for his going permitted
them to go tax free. Matthew was nonplussed. Heretofore no man conversed with
him save answer his questions and now to
be personally invited to join the most popular Leader of that day was enough to startle
him. The disciples were troubled. It was
an embarrassment to them to be thrown into the company of a publican .and to be classified as "birds of a feather." They saw in
Matthew a publican and nothing ,more. That
is our mistake today. We classify a man
by the job he holds. To us, the man in the
swivel chair in the office is the business
man; but the facts may be that the men un-
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der him are the ones who keep his business
above the rocks. Then they are the real
business men; not he. To us, the man in
the pulpit is the preacher; but the facts may
be that there are men in the pew who are
the real preachers of our church. Furthermore, we still persist in measuring men by
the size of the office they hold. To us, the
man in the big position is the big business
man while the man in the small office is
the midget of the business world. To us, the
preacher in the great city church is the
great preacher while the preacher at the
one-room country church is the runt among
the Brethren of the Cloth. To us, the city
attorney is the great lawyer while the country practitioner is a small gauged man. To
us, the man of high position is the great citizen of his country while the tiller of the soil
is almost a nonentity. But I say to you,
that the merchant at the cross-roads store
is as much a business man as the merchant
in the big department store; the preacher
traveling the muddy, isolated mountain circuit is as much a preacher as the Metropolitan pulpiteer; the country lawyer in a tiny
village is as much an attorney as the corporation counsel in the city; and the man
living on the sun-burnt rim of the American desert is as much a citizen of the United
States as the .President in The White House.
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The office has little to do with the officeholder. A man may be better or worse than
either his officeor his reputation. So when
Jesus looked upon Matthew He saw more
than a publican-He saw a man.
If there ever was a time in the history
of mankind when we needed a personal
rather than an impersonal idea of man it is
today when our world is tossed to and fro,
in the throes of social and industrial perplexities. In our shops and factories the
laborers are considered mere machines
capable of grinding out so much work per
diem. Like an automobile they are valued
for what they can do per hour. And I say
to you, that our impersonal conceptions of
men have created for us an impersonal god
and such distorted conceptions of men and
God :will corrupt and destroy the foundations of humanity. Regardless of his position, station, place or holdings a man is an
eternal personality; and it is the personality that Jesus desires.
He called Matthew-the Man. He did
not ask for the office holder, the tax-gatherer or the publican. If so, He would have
directed Matthew to bring his booth, his
money-drawer and his account books with
him. Jesus wanted only the man. And the
man "left all, rose up, and followed him."
Otherwise he would have been rejected like
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the rich young ruler who went away sorrowful because he ref used to sell all that he
had and give it to the poor in order to qualify for discipleship under Jesus. I am glad
that Matthew detached himself from every
earthly attraction and started unhindered
on the Christian pilgrimage.
It requires a full man to do that. And
that Matthew was. He was a man fourfold.
Physically he· was a man. His office as
tax-gatherer vouchsafes as much. As our
policemen and officers are men of physical
fitness so were the officers of the Imperial
Government. There were times when they
had to deal severely with disgruntled travelers which would disqualify a weakling
for this post of duty. Then .again his later
extensive missionary peregrinations, with
which tradition acquaints us, carrying him
into the lands of the Parthians, Medes and
Persians; and thence to Ethiopia where at
N addabar he died a martyr's death, bespeak him a man of great physical stamina.
Socially he was a man. Following his
call to Christian service he gave a banquet
to his friends, as was his custom, but this
was a different kind of a banquet. The
same old .sinners and publicans were pres,..
ent but the atmosphere was different. The
presence of Christ, heretofore absent,
changed things. The former conversations
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around the festive board, dealing with the
unjust heavy extortions laid upon the poor
and the fat bribes proffered by the rich to
slip them through the gates untaxed, had
given place to reverential quietness as Matthew calmly related his purpose to follow
Christ.
Feasting was considered worldly and
fasting was looked upon as churchly, but
how apropos this feast! It sounded the
knell over Matthew's wretched past and was
a public announcement of his acceptance of
Jesus. It is a good thing to confess Jesus
before men. It makes us strong in Him
and enables Him to confess us before the
heavenly Father.* This also made the banquet the means of getting his associates in
touch with the Lord. Publicans and sinners and Christ and His disciples sat at the
same table. This breach of Jewish etiquette was certain to puncture the religiosity of the animadversive Pharisees but,
nevertheless, Jesus arose above their
haughty scrupulosity and went on about
His Father's business in being the Great
Physician to the needy. Will the church
ever learn this lesson? Regardless of the
amount of his subscription to the church
budget the Christian's claim on the minis-ter's time is not as urgent as that of the sin*Matt. 10:32. Luke 12:8.
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ner. A wise church will encourage her
minister to work largely with the soulsick.
"They that be whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick." (Matt. 9 :12). If
our purpose is what it should be we need not
fear that our association with sinners will
contaminate us. Instead of dragging us
down it will lift them up. Jesus' presence
at the banquet had no ill effect on Him. But
it had a benign influence on the publicans.
It was well that Matthew made a feast and
surrounded himself with his friends instead
of retiring into isolation. In doing so he
reached sinners whom none other could
reach. Had the disciples made a supper and
invited the publicans the latter would have
been conspicuous by their absence, but when
one of their clan did it they were all there.
A converted sinner can do more in bringing
his old cronies to Jesus than can all the
preachers in his neighborhood.
Again! Mentally Matthew was a man.
To hold his position with the Imperial Government he had to know men, marketplaces, finances and the civil law. In addition to this he had to be a master accountant. His skill in handling the quill stood
him well in hand as a Gospel penman. With
facile quill and ready notebook he recorded
daily certain activities of his Master which
he later transcribed into his Gospel and con-
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sequently gave us the most accurate and
complete Gospel of the New Testament.
While John's writings are noted for their
loftiness of speech and sublimity of thought,
Matthew's Logia is famous for its accuracy
and completion. It is the longest Gospel
and contains much not found in the others.
In it we have the most beautiful account of
"The Sermon on the Mount" containing the
entire list of the Beatitudes and the only
complete record of "The Lord's Prayer" to
be found in the New Testament; that prayer which has been the delight and inspiration of untold myriads for a score of centuries. Had the New Testament consisted
of nothing but Matthew's record of "The
Lord's Prayer" and "The Sermon on the
Mount" we would have sufficient Gospel to
save the world. To him we owe an unspeakable gift for this contribution to mankind.
And to Jesus we are indebted for not passing him by. We would have suffered an
irreparable loss had Jesus dealt with him
as others did and failed to have placed him
among The Master's Twelve. It is good
that Jesus is unlike men. When here men
tried to fashion Him after their likeness
but He is immutable. He continues to differ from men. We see a sinner and to us he
is a wretch; but to Jesus he is a man of unrealized possibilities which some day will
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blossom forth and make the man humanity's benefactor. We see drunken Jerry McAuley a fit inmate of Sing Sing; but Jesus
sees in him a flaming, mission evangelist.
We see in the shame-faced girl nothing but
an adulteress; but Jesus sees in her a fond,
loving mother. We see in Saul of Tarsus
only a mad persecutor of Christians; but
Jesus sees in him the greatest preacher of
the ages. Men saw Matthew nothing but a
despised publican; but Jesus saw him the
chronicler of His Gospel. Writing the Gospel of St. Matthew was perhaps the greatest
work of this Apostle. Like David he will be
remembered the longest by his writings.
His Gospel will abide always. Our children's children will read Matthew's story of
the wise men around the Bethlehem manger, to their children's children.
Yet there is another side to Matthew.
Being a full man it was imperative for him
to be a man spiritually. No man can be a
whole man without being developed spiritually. Physically a man can be a Samson;
socially he can be Belshazzar; mentally he
can be a Solomon and yet if he is a spiritual
weakling he is far from the attainment of
full manhood. 'Along with his physical
stamina; his social magnetism and his mental acumen Matthew was a spiritual giant.
Not a spiritual giant to begin with. how-
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ever. No one is. But when Jesus called
him he was anticipatory of spiritual greatness. Immediately he sacrificed all that he
possessed for Jesus' sake. And he had much
to leave. He had more than a few leaky
boats, a bunch of ragged nets and the uncertain business of fishing to forego. He had
a palatial home to leave; a plethoric cashdrawer to empty into the common purse
borne by Iscariot; a lucrative position to
quit and a place of authority to renounce.
As king of the custom-house he set his own
figures and the tax-payers, as Hiram, King
of Tyre, would say, "took due notice thereof, and governed themselves accordingly."
But the moment he stepped out of the tollbooth he was divested of his power and authority. And these sacrifices which he made
were the touchstones of his spirituality.
There is no other way for us to test our spirituality today than upon the touchstones of
sacrifice. We are spiritual midgets today
because we have not detached ourselves
from the things of this material world.
A page, yellow with age, was found
among the papers in the desk of the late Dr.
Thomas Neal Ivey former edit.or of our
General Organ on which the following was
written:
"Whereas God so loved the world that
he gave His only begotten Son, that whoso-
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ever believeth on Him might not perish but
have everlasting life, and whereas Jesu.s
Christ did expiate my guilt on the cross,
thu.s removing all legal difficulties out of
the way of my return to God; and whereas
nothing short of the absolute consecration
of myself and my all to Him and His service
can satisfy either His just claims to me or
mine, or my desire to be His that I may glorify Him with every power of my ransomed
being; now, therefore, I do by an act of my
own sovereign will and choice quit claim
myself and my earthly all to Him to be disposed of according to His will forever and
ever, in witness whereof I hereunto set my
hand and seal."*
If we had more men to quit claim themselves we would have more saints among us,
and men who are indeed men in every sense
of the word.
•The will to be in italics.
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CHAPTER IX.
JAMES-THE

LITTLE.

"James the son of Alphreus."-St.

Matt. 10:3.

In the New Testament study of The
Master's Twelve one readily discovers the
inequality of space accorded them. Considerable attention is given to some, while others are dismissed with little more than honorable mention. Simon Peter is spoken of
one hundred and eighty-two times. Much
is said of James and John the sons of Zebedee. The doubtings of Thomas are magnified
and emphasis is placed on his discovery of
his personal Lord. We have a vivid picture
of Matthew's former position; his call to
service; his sacrifice and his banquet. We
have some important Biblical information
on the others about whom we have studied
but as we come to the study of James, the
ninth Apostle, the Scripture leaves us in
total ignorance about him, save to say that
he was the son of Alphreus.
It is good to have an illustrious father
but it certainly is not creditable to a son to
be remembered only because of the greatness of his father. Col. Russell, President
of Staunton Military Academy, in his address the other evening told us of a certain
student in his school who frequented his of141
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flee boasting of his illustrious grandfather.
After the Colonel had heard enough about
the greatness of the student's grandsire he
said to him, "That is fine; but it is more important that our grandchildren have grandfathers of whom they can be proud." Ten
years ago when I came to Virginia from the
prairies of the West, via Flanders field, I
was especially interested in the efforts my
presiding elder and others put forth to learn
of my family connections. It is a fine thing
to have good blood in your veins and it is
finer still to keep that blood good; but the
finest thing of all is to rise above our home
surroundings and to make for our loved
ones a more honorable name. This is rarely ever accomplished by children of particularly famous parents. It seems as if every
family has its zenith. Whatever were the
successes of James as one of the Twelve he
could not reach the summit whereby his
father would be known as Alphreus the
father of James; James continued James
the son of Alphreus. If Alphreus=Cleophas,
as I think, and as many scholars believe,
among them being Robert Ellis Thompson
who tells us in his little volume "The Apostles as Everyday Men" that "Cleophas is
another way of Hellenizing the Aramaic
name which is Hellenized Alphreus in the
lists of the Apostles (Matt. 10 :3; Mark
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3 :18; Luke 6 :15) "then Mary, sister of Virgin Mary, (John 19 :25) was his wife and
mother of James the Less (Mark 15:40),
which gives our ninth Apostle a descriptive
adjective not altogether pleasing. The
Greek here reads, 'IaKw{3ovTov µ,Kpov and is literally translated, "James the Little." No one
wants to be known as little, tiny, insignificant so and so. You remember how often
Barrie's "Little Minister" was chagrined
and embarrassed because he was called
"The Little Minister." James must have
felt the same way. His colleague Simon
Peter (Mark 15:40) * gives us the information that among them he was called little
James. Perhaps he,was given this title not
because he was small in stature but because
his talents and his services were small in
comparison to those of James the son of
Zebedee whom many scholars know as
James the Great. Among the Twelve, James
the son of Alphreus was one of the lesser
lights, one of those unimportant men unengaged in spectacularity, so that when the
New Testament penmen got busy they had
little to say concerning him.
They have failed to tell us of his home
town. We do not know where he is from.
Great men put their birth-places on the
map. We know where President Hoover
•Mark was Peter's amanuensis.
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was born and we also know the state which
he adopted as his home.
The inspired writers leave us in ignorance as to the former occupation of James.
Hiad he been a tax-gatherer or a tax-dodger
we would have heard something about it.
Then again had he been a man of high position and great wealth which he sacrificed to
become a follower of Jesus they would have
told us so. At least that is generally the way
it is done today. Too many of us commercialize our f orn1er occupations. Even some
of us preachers and evangelists parade before our people our ranks and stations in
life before we heeded the Divine Call. This
is especially true in the case of many laymen who occasionally occupy the pulpit for
us. Now I do not object to a good t.estimony.
In fact I rather enjoy it and believe that the
old fashion testimony meetings were good
for our souls. But put me on record here as
saying that it is not what we were that really matters, as it is what we are that really
counts; and our lives are the greatest testifiers of our faith.
As to the nature of his call into discipleship we know nothing. We do not know
if he received a direct call from Jesus as
did Matthew or whether he was brought to
Jesus by another. Perhaps he was a volunteer. There were many who ran after Jesus
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offering their services. However, it makes
little difference when and how he was called,
the main thing is that he was a disciple. Ask
four Christian workers ( not necessarily
preachers) of their call to discipleship. One
was reached through a sermon; another by
a personal worker; the third through the
prayers of his mother and the fourth received a call direct from God, and they are
all making good regardless of the nature of
the call. Let us emphasize the making good
as Christian workers, rather than glorify
one specific call to service. Why worry
about the hour and the method of conversion? Why should we expect the modes of
conversions of all men to conform to a rigid
fixity? Let us not in Pharisaic fashion demand that the restoration of sight to the
blind be wrought according to our conception; rather let us rejoice in that sight has
been given to the blind. Only one thing is
important to know and that is, "Whereas I
was blind, now I see." It matters little as
to how James the Less was called into Christian discipleship; the big thing is that he
was one of The Master's Twelve engaged in
the work of the Kingdom.
After the Ascension just what his particular work was we have not been told.
Again the New Testament penmen are
quiescent on his activities. However, some
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scholars* identify James the Little with
James the brother of our Lord of whom
Paul speaks (Gal. 1 :19) and the James
who is reputed to have been the first Bishop
of the Church and the author of the Epistle
bearing that name. I cannot concur with
them.
Being a son of Alphreus and Mary, sister of the Virgin Mary, made him a cousin
of our Lord, and not His brother. Furthermore, John ( 7: 5) tells us that Jesus was
unsuccessful in winning His brothers to
Him during His ministry. The unbelief of
His own was to Him one of the most discouragingt things with which He had to
deal. His own people thoroughly misunderstood and disclaimed Him while He lived
among them. He had to die and from the
grave come to them ( 1 Cor. 15 :7) before
they would accept Him to be the Messias.
If we are going to win those under our own
roof to Jesus there must be no limitations
to our sacrifices and sufferings. If it is
necessary to die to win them; then dying is
in order.
If on the other hand this James was our
Lord's brother and the Bishop of His
*See Fleetwood's "Lives of the Apostles" page 491.
See also chapter on "James the Less" page 277 in Bible
Dictionary by Smith and Peloubet, and others.
tSee page 270, "With Mercy and With Judgment"
Alexander Whyte.
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church, who in matters ecclesiastical was
superior to Simon Peter and the one, as tradition t says, who climbed to the pinnacle
of the temple to preach to the multitudes
which crowded about the temple from which
place he was thrown to his death by jealous
Pharisees and Scribes, then, it would appear to me, that his colleagues would have
styled him not James the Little but James
the Great. But I am still of my former
opinion of James. He was never engaged
in the spectacularity.
Jesus needs ordinary men as well as He
needs great men. He called others besides
them who constituted the inner circle. Three
of The Master's Twelve, one-fourth of the
College of Apostles, were ordinary men
whose activities go unmentioned. Jesus
continues the same today. He calls men,
just plain every day men, and sends them
forth clothed in His power to do His work.
It would be sad, indeed, if only the wise and
rich were acceptable to Him. They look
more attractive to us than the poor and how
often we are tempted to give them special
attention but Jesus knew no class distinction. The frightened, friendless woman
caught in the act of adultery received from
the Master the same consideration as did
tPage 8-Fennimore's "Lives of The Holy Apostles and
Evangelists.
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the proud Pharisee. When that teacher of
the, Jews, Nicodemus, approached Jesus one
night he was offered no easy way into the
Kingdom but was informed that he had to
be born again and travel the same route to
God that the vilest of sinners trod. Jesus
has no better reception awaiting the homecoming of the man of high position than
that which He has to offer to the returning
prodigal, who staggers into His presence,
with the filth of the pigsty clinging to his
rags. The master's commendation of his
five talented servant was not one wit better
than that which he said to the man of the
two talents. And the man who was given
the one talent would have received the same
praise had he put his talent to use instead of
burying it in the ground. It is not how
much we possess or how highly talented we
are that wins the Master's approval, but it
is the proper use of what we have that
really counts with Him. This being true,
ye meagerly gifted ones be cheerful. Drive
the frown from your brow; consecrate your
talent to God and rejoice in the Lord. You
have the approbation of your heavenly
Father even though your activities go unchronicled in this world. "Who's who in
America" contains a very limited number
of names. The folk who have helped us the
most are unknown to the world. For in-
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stance, take the needle. It is indispensable;
but where did it come from? Who gave it
to us? We do not know. We may know
who invented the sewing-machine, but the
inventor of the needle is unknown. We may
know who invented the automobile, but who
among us knows the inventor of the wheel?
We know who gave us the steam engine, but
none of us know where the kettle, which
Thomas Watts saw steaming on his mother's cook-stove, came from. Tell me, if you
can, the name of the first man who came
out of the earth with a sack of coal and
showed us how to warm our homes; tell
me, if you can, the name of the man who
felled the tree and made the first shingles
for our roof; tell me, if you can, the name of
the man who taught us to take the wool
from the sheep and weave into cloth; and
tell me, if you can, the name of the man who
made the first button so that we might button our coat and shut out the cold of winter.
These have been our mighty benefactors,
and others like them whom no man can
number, and yet we do not know who they
were. Deeper and deeper, every day, we get
in debt with men whose names will remain
unknown to us forever. Likewise are the
workers in the Kingdom. The bulk of the
men who are the salt of the earth and the
light of the world are those whose names
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will never reach beyond the confines of the
little community in which they reside. We
may hear of some of the men they have won
to Christ while they go unknown to us. Tell
me, if you please, who won Livingstone,
Brooks, Beecher, Edwards and Moody. You
do not know. Neither do I. But these unknown, faithful, silent disciples are playing
a major part in winning this old world to
Jesus. This is the work which was given to
James the Little to perform. And it is the
work the Master Workman entrusts to us.
Do not misunderstand me. God needs
great men. He must have pillars in His
house or that house will not stand; but a
house of all pillars is no house at all. Laths
are required in the building of a house and
it takes a lot of them. In His firmament
God had to have the sun to light and warm
the earth and the moon to toss her beams of
light and glory upon the ebon throne of
night, but with them it was imperative that
God have the innumerable hosts of stars to
scintillate the heavens and irradiate the
pathway of earthly pilgrims.
While He calls the versatile Saul of Tarsus and sends him forth the missionary to
the Gentiles He calls meagerly gifted men
and sends them on errands of no less importance. Sometime ago I stood in Orleans,
France, looking at the statue of Joan of Arc.
1

1
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It is an inspiration to see the statue of the
"Maid of Orleans" that illiterate girl who
before she emerged from her teens, hearing
of her country's peril, flung herself at the
head of the French forces and under a white
standard of her own design, embroidered
with lilies on one side of which was an
image of God while on the other was a representation of the Annunciation, she rode
into her besieged city, recaptured it and put
the enemy to flight. God works in mysterious way. To find a deliverer for the children of Israel He wandered among the
slave-tents of Egypt and called Moses the
child of a tired woman-slave. When He
wanted a king to succeed Saul on the throne
of Israel He sent Samuel to find the freckled-faced shepherd lad. A little man with a
big God can do wonders.
Years ago when Bishop---was
presiding, for the first time, over the Rock
River Conference of the M. E. Church he
was greatly impressed with the many requests coming from Chicago churches asking him for the appointment of Dr. -----as their pastor and being unacquainted with the personnel of the conference the bishop was anxious to meet the
minister who was in such demand. He
asked the conference if Dr. ----was present, and if so he would like to have
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him come forward so that he might personally meet him. The bishop expected to see
a large, imposing looking man come forward but to his utter amazement he saw
coming down the aisle a little, insignificant
specimen of humanity. On taking his hand
the bishop said, "my but you are a very Iittle man to be in such demand by all the
big churches of this city!" The doctor returned, "Yes, I am a very little man, but I
have a very big God." That was the secret
of his success. A little man with a big God
will do more than a big man with a little
God. How big is your God?

LEBBlEUS-THE

MISSIONARY.

CHAPTER X.
LEBB.tEUS-THE MISSIONARY.
"Lebbreus, whose surname was Thaddreus."-St.

10:3.

Matt.

A man lov-eshis name. He delights to see
it in print. He enjoys hearing it mentioned
in public. He likes to be addressed as Mr.
Whosoever he is. He dislikes to be designated by the officehe holds. He has no desire
to be known as the tax-collector, the pedagogue or the parson. Neither does he relish
a number to point him out. Each soldier of
the World's War was given a serial number
cut on two "dog tags" which he wore tied
about his neck to identify his body in case
he left it and "went west." My number was
1266639 but I had no desire to be found as
"No. 1266639" and nothing more. No one
is anxious to be known as "No. so and so" or
"The second bed to the left." Downtodate
barber shops post small cards in front of
the chairs informing the customer the name
of his barber. Common laborers in the
sweatshops appreciate being called by their
names. Even the servants in the home like
to be known as Sam and Mary and not "butler" or "maid." Modern restaurants have
the names of their waiters and waitresses
at your plate so that you can call them by
their names.
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What's in a name? There is everything
in it. Fathers have labored a life time in
order that they might endow their offspring
with the noblest of heritage, a good name.
Men are driven to do the right to keep unsullied the family name. All there is about a
person is wrapped up in his name. And men
cling to that which they possess. The severest punishment that can be given a vile
wretch is to deny his body a resting place
with no epitaph to perpetuate his name and
instead burn his remains and scatter the
ashes to the four winds of the earth completely blotting out his name and the remembrance thereof. Men want to be remembered. They devise every conceivable
means to keep alive their names. Few are
the families where a Junior cannot be found.
Some folk, who have the misfortune to be
childless, go to any extreme to perpetuate
their names even to the attaching their cognomen to a monkey, parrot or a puppy. Rich
men have liberally endowed colleges, churches, libraries and what not so that those institutions would commemorate their names.
Men hate to think that as soon as they die
they will be forgotten. Whether their
names are long or short men want them to
live after their bodies have entered the
grave.
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The·re is no virtue in the length of a
name. The short name of John Bull figures
in print no less readily than the name of
Edward Albert Christian George Andrew
Patrick David Windsor the Prince of Wales.
Under some conditions, as a boy, I would
sooner be John Bull than the Prince; and
one of those conditions is when I would have
to remain after school and write my name a
thousand times on the blackboard. Like the
old lady who bought a bottle of pills and instead of fallowing the directions to take one
after each meal until relieved, thinking that
if one at a time would finally help her that
all of them taken at once would cure her
immediately, she emptied the vial in one
dose; but she never looked the same again.
If I have to put the full name of the Prince
on the board a thousand times I would never
be the same to my teacher again. However,
there is nothing distasteful about a long
name. In fact it sounds rather attractive.
It is different from a plurality of names. A
name ( long or short) stands for a single
personality while a plurality of names stand
for a plurality of personalities. And who
is desirous of two or three personalities? A
man wants to be his very self, nothing more,
and nothing less. Your greatest delight is
that you are you and not I; while mine is
that I am I and not you. Neither did Ed-
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ward Hyde have any desire to be Dr. Henry
Jekyll. The wholly evil Mr. Hyde drank
the transforming draught not because he
pref erred to be Dr. Jekyll but because as a
wretch he wanted to evade the suspicions of
men; otherwise he would have destroyed his
alchemy and remained Dr. Jekyll. The modern criminal does not change his name from
Jack Black to John White because he wants
to be John White but does so that he might
escape the eyes of the law and so he stoops to
alias so and so. The criminal has no more
desire to be a peaceful law abiding citizen
than you have to be a criminal. He builds
his plurality of names to shield his identity
and thereby causes the plurality of names to
fall into disrepute. So when we discover a
man to be alias so and so we are apprehensive of his character until investigation convinces us of his integrity.
In The Master's Twelve there was one
such. An investigation is in order. We
turn to the dictionaries but instead of finding the light for which we look the lexicographers disagree as to his identity and then
confuse us with a variety of pronunciations
of the name Lebbreus Thaddreus. Hitchcock
gives it Lebbe'us Thaddreus while Jacobus,
Nourse and Zenos' "A New Standard Bible
Dictionary" gives it Leb-bi'us Tha-di'us.
Webster's "New International Dictionary"
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pronounces it Le-be-us Tha-de-us. For his
identification we must look elsewhere. Origen conjectures that Lebbreus Thaddreus
died shortly after his ordination and was
succeeded by Judas the brother of James
the Less. His conjecture is based on the fact
that Luke (both in his Gospel and the Acts
of the Apostles) and John speak of another
Judas among the Twelve with no reference
to Lebbreus Thaddreus. At length Luke
(Acts 1 :23-26) informs us of the election of
Matthias to succeed the late Judas Iscariot
and if a previous change had been made in
The Master's Twelve I believe that Luke
V{ouldhave spoken about it. It is my belief
that Judas, not Iscariot, is Labbreus Thaddreus of the first two Gospels and was a
binominal disciple. His plurality of names
·were not the outgrowth of his own rascality
and hypocrisy but rather the outgrowth of
the rascality and hypocrisy of another Judas and in justice to Judas, not Iscariot,
John purposely designates him as such
while Luke speaks of him as Judas the
brother* of James so that he might not be
confused with the traitor whose name was
synonymous with blood-money. To wear
the name of Judas meant no little embarrassment. Even to this day we refuse to
name our sons Judas. In writing of the
*Probably better translated the son of James.
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tenth Apostle Matthew and Petert go farther than their colleagues and drop the
name of Judas altogether and while Peter
calls him Thaddreus, Matthew gives us his
full name Labbreus Thaddreus.
A while ago we said that all there was
about a man was wrapped up in his name.
It was so in the case of Lebbreus Thaddreus.
Study that name and we shall discover why
Jesus elevated him to the Apostolate. Clausen tells us there is a Hebrew root hidden in
his first name meaning perhaps "Broad
Sympathy" and that his surname meant
"Great Heart." There we have it. His
new name reveals him as a man who loved
humanity and whose sympathy went out to
all men. John (14 :22) is the only Gospel
penman to make special mention of anything which this binominal disciples had to
say and it is corroborative of what the latter's name suggests. In the informal round
table discussion, the night before the Crucifixion, the Lord telling His Apostles that although in a little while the world would see
Him no more, they would yet see him, provoked the question from Judas, not Iscariot,
in behalf of the world. His great sympathetic heart loved all men and he wondered
why Jesus would slight the world and reveal Himself to a few. Had not the Christ
tSt. Mark 3:18. Mark was Peter's amanuensis.
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come to seek and save the lost of all the
world? Had Jesus not forgiven the sins of
the outcast woman as well as those of the
wealthy Zaccheus? Had the Master not
called from the dead the son of the poor
widow as well as He called His friend Lazarus. Did He not eat with sinners and publicans as readily as He ate with Pharisees
and His own Apostles? Then to hear the
Master say that only His disciples would
see Him after awhile was enough to occasion Lebbreus' question, "Why is it that you
are to appear to us, and not to the world?"*
This Apostle wanted all the world to see Jesus. That is the spirit of the missionary.
Tradition speaks of Lebbreus laboring
among the Syrians and Armenians until his
martyrdom; Fleetwood gives us his missionary peregrinations up and down Judea, Galilee and Samaria and thence to Idumea,
then on to Arabia and finally to Syria and
Mesopotamia. We do not know if these reports are accurate or not. But of one thing
we are certain. One may be a missionary
without traveling in foreign countries.
Wesley claimed the world for his parish and
yet rarely ever traveled beyond the confines
of his own little England. It is not the location of the body which makes one a missionary; it is the attitude of the heart. We need
*John 14:22. Moffatt's translation.
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not travel
"From Greenland's icy moutains,"
To "India's coral strand;
Where Africa's sunny fountains
Roll down their golden sand:
From many an ancient river,"
To 'many a palmy plain,
Till earth's remotest nation
Has learned Messiah's name"

in order to be a missionary. The heart that
loves the whole wide world, though it is
forced to remain in the S.O.S., is the heart
of a missionary. The missionary is not satisfied in just winning his relatives and
friends to the Lord he works hard and earns
money to aid the Christian workers in other
lands to bring those whom he has not seen
to His Lord. Important as is the work of
winning our brothers for Christ and bringing the individual to Jesus let us not do this
to the utter neglect of the multitudes. Not
only did Jesus bless the lonely woman at J acob's well but when he saw the shepherdless
multitudes scattered abroad "He was moved
with compassion on them." The individual
had a place in His heart and likewise the
unknown crowds; and the crowds held no
larger place there than did the individual.
It is different with us. Some of us delight
to minister to great asse,mblies and detest
to work with the individual. On the other
hand there are some of us who draw a circle
around ourselves and a few friends to whom
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we enjoy to minister and have no desire to
reach the multitudes. Our obligation to
raise our missionary maintenance quota is
just as binding on us as is our obligation
to pay our preacher's salary. Our obligation to the unchurched people who run our
streets are no less binding on us than is our
obligation to that deacon or steward who
occupies the front seat in the church. If
there is a flaw ( and there is) in the life of
a Christian who overlooks the individual
and finds interest only in the masses; there
is also a flaw in the life of a Christian who
overlooks the masses for the individual. The
missionary spirit is inclusive in its sweep.
It takes in one's personal friends, those at
home, the multitudes nearby, abroad and
everywhere. Christianity is not a religion
for certain people, special classes, select
races and particular nations for long ago it
clipped its Jewish carapace and proclaimed
itself the universal religion. In answering Judas' question Jesus informed him
that the Father and Christ would make
their abode with any man who loved
them (John 14 :23). Ours is a great
religion. It is big enough to embrace all
mankind. It is broad enough to satisfy all
classes, cliques, clans and denominations.
We have no corner on it. It is not ours to
laugh at the peculiar actions, loud shoutings
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and the strange antics of the extremists for
if they love Jesus and keep His commandments He abides with them as truly as He
abides in the quiet meeting house of the
silent Quakers or as truly as He abides in
your costly temple of worship. Love and
obedience are the avenues over which Christ
comes to make His abode in the heart; and
from no heart have these roadways been
stretched without being beautified by the
incoming Christ. Whosoever you are, whatsoever you are and wheresoever you are if
you love Jesus you have the promise of His
abiding presence with you. But love is essential. It is not His custom to force Himself upon men. He patiently stands at the
door of the heart and knocks, and lucky for
us He does not turn from the door very soon
but continues to knock and knock; yet He
will not enter in without an invitation. It
is not a pleasant intrusion to force ourselves
in where we are unwanted. Jesus will not
enter the hearts of men who ignore and disown Him. If we desire His presence it is
imperative that we love Him. There must
be a friendship existing between us knitted
toge·ther by the bonds of love. Continuing
the same round table discussion (John 15:
14) Jesus said to His disciples "Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you." Jesus' answer to Lebbreus' question
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supplemented by this statement clarified
the air for this Missionary Apostle and sent
him to encourage men, regardless of their
rank and station in life, to love and serve
their Lord.
The most difficult problem which Jesus
faced "In The Days of His Flesh" was to
get men to love Him. More painful than the
scourging was the apathy of His own; more
agonizing than the crown of thorns was the
infidelity of His disciples, and more excruciating than Calvary was the cry of the
church for His blood. His heaviest cross
was not that structure of wood which he
dragged through His own blood up the hill
but, ever and anon, it was the cross of being
despised and rejected of men. Hiding as it
were our faces from Him acquainted Him
with grief and made Him the "Man of Sorrows." Have you ever seen a picture of
Jesus where He was laughing? Can you
even imagine Him with a smile on His face?
I have heard of only one picture which
shows Jesus smiling. I think it was Hunt's
picture of Jesus where the children gather
about Him. The little ones could make Him
happy. They are always true to one.
Then when He would be happy His heart
was heavy in sorrow for men whom
so often He had tried to gather together, as a hen doth gather her brood
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under her wings, and they would not.
He spent all that He had to win men to
Himself. He made His weary way down
the Via Dolorosa, staggered up the climb to
Calvary, went down into the darkness of the
grave and out on yonder side and yet the
world rejects Him. And our work is to win
men to Him. That is the great work of the
church. All else is secondary to this. It is
to our credit if we help to build beautiful
temples and aid in the erection of magnificent tabernacles, but let these achievements
be subsidiaries of the Christian's primary
work in winning men's love for the Master.
Time will destroy the work we accomplish
in the erection of the building but what we
do to influence the lives of others will live
throughout eternity. It is fine if we can afford a paid choir of trained voices and have
as our ministers the best prepared men obtainable; and support an increased budget
for local expenses, but if we stop here with
no regard for the connectional claims of our
church and without charity for all mankind, I say to you, that regardless of what
men may think of our flowery sermons and
fine singing, in the eyes of an Omniscient
God our preaching and singing have become
as sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. The
churches are in need of men today who, like
Lebbreus, will rise above cliques, classes,
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clans and races and work for the salvation
of all men. We need men today who are
not only willing to work diligently in Jerusalem and Judea but who are also anxious
to present Jesus to the despised Samaritans
and to the people of the uttermost part of
the earth.

SIMON-THE PATRIOT.

CHAPTER XI.
SIMON-THE

PATRIOT.

"And Simon called Zelotes."-St.

Luke 6:15.

Johnson is the most common name in
America today. There is a whole string of
them ranging from the Honorable Hiram
down to the ex-pugilist, Jack. Smith, Jones
and Brown are not far behind. In the days
of Christ Simon was the common name. In
the New Testament no less than nine of
them are mentioned. They were Simon the
leper of Bethany; Simon the sorcerer; Simon the tanner; Simon Iscariot the father
of Judas; Simon of Cyrene who was compelled to help carry the Cross; Simon the
Pharisee; Simon the brother of our Lord;
Simon Peter the first of the Twelve and Simon called ze,lotes about whom we are now
to study.
Some of the evangelists call him Simon
the Canaanite, or to be more exact the Kananite. This term discloses his political
party rather than his geographical location
which disentagles him from Simon of Cana
of Galilee in whose home Jesus performed his first miracle. Luke styles him
Simon Zelotes which is, nothing more or less
than, the Greek equivalent for the former
Chaldee term (Kananite) ; the English is
Zealot.
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Twenty years before the inauguration
of Christ's ministry the provinces of Judea
and Samaria were brought under the direct
control of Rome and, immediately, Augustus sent Quirini us to take a census of the
new subjects as a basis for subsequent taxation. This provoked the wrath of many
Jewish patriots who, under Judas of GamaIa, mobilized into an army of Zealots to protest against taxation and to fight for Jewish emancipation. They upheld the Mosaic
laws and customs; claimed that the Lord
God was their only Master and Lord and
fearlessly set themselves to the task of liberating their land from alien authority.
They persuaded others to join them in the
fight until they had formed a great army
(Acts 5 :37) of intrepid patriots who pref erred death to bondage. They suffered untold persecutions but failed, utterly failed,
in their attempt to win liberty. Their rebellion provoked Rome to tighten her grip
upon her Jewish subjects and she kept on
increasing her punishment on them until
Titus Flavius Vespasianus razed the temple to the ground and destroyed the city of
Jerusalem (A. D. 70) flooding the streets
with the blood of his victims and adorning
the surrounding hills with crosses lifting
high their crucified dead as a sad proclamation and reminder that the authority of
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Rome was supreme and was not to be treated with contumacy.
During these years of warfare the Zealots lost their former idealistic spirit and
degenerated into a company of thieves and
murderers. One cannot engage in war
without reaping ill effects in one's own
heart. I knew but few boys who were as
chaste on their return from France as they
were when they entered military services.
Killing, whether it be legal or illegal, wholesale or individual, is not an animus to spiritual development. If it were, America,
during these days of the aftermath of the
war, would be enjoying peace and tranquillity within her borders instead of being
caught in the coils of the bloodiest crime
wave in her history. War brutalizes any
people. Follow in the wake of an invading
army and the atrocities of the soldiers will
pain you to the quick. And you need not
confine yourselves to following Von Kluck
through Belgium to have this experience.
The history of armies is generally such that
a crow, flying over the invaded territory,
will have to carry his rations with him or
go hungry en route. Had the Zealots been
successful in battle and able to have invaded their enemy's country they would
have perpetrated their crimes and atrocities
upon their innocent and guilty enemies but,
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as it we·re, they were always beaten by the
foe a~d so to give vent tQ their feelings they
committed the most heinous outrages upon
their own people whom they had sworn to
def end. Like a raging, angry fire these
fiery Zealots, blood-thirsty and dehumanized, swept on in their death dealing activities until they all but destroyed Judea.
"Many attempts were made, especially by
Annas the High Priest, to reduce them to
order, and oblige them to observe the rules
of sobriety: but all in vain" states Fleetwood. "They continued their violent proceedings, and joining with the Idumeans
committed every kind of outrage. They
broke into the sanctuary, slew the priests
themselves before the altar, and filled the
streets of Jerusalem with tumult, rapine
and blood. Nay, when Jerusalem was closely besieged by the Roman army, they continued their detestable proceedings, creating fresh tumults and factions, and were indeed the principal cause of the ill success of
the Jews in the fatal war." This was one
time when Father Annas had to take a back
seat. The Jews, like all other Shemites, believing that zeal was a sacred thing and perhaps of Divine origin, had a law protecting
the Zealots which rendered Annas helpless
to squelch their uprisings.
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From this band of Zealots Jesus chose
one Simon called Zelotes and ordained him
one of The Master's Twelve. As in the case
of Matthew, I believe, Simon's first call to
Christian service came direct from Jesus.
The followers of Jesus would have been
afraid to have invited this fiery Zealot to
join them. To bring one such among them
would certainly complicate matters worse
and cause the Imperial Authority to look
upon them as a revolutionary band that
ought to be annihilated. The choice of Matthew, the traitor, had aroused the suspicion
of the Jews and made things very unpleasant for the disciples and before they had recovered from this shock, Jesus turned
around and called Simon, the patriot, to
join them which was certain to arouse the
suspicion of Rome. Furthermore, to the
disciples, the bringing together a former
tax-gatherer and a former tax-dodger, men
of opposite extremes, could mean nothing
more or less than internal complications and
disturbances. And for a little while this
was so. But when the transforming influence of the Holy Spirit had wrought its
work in the lives of these men they had all
things in common and became men of one
mind and of one heart. It is a pleasant reflection to think of a Jewish patriot, who
chafed under the foreign yoke, and the un-
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patriotic Jew, who sold himself a servant to
Rome, fraternizing under the leadership of
the great Master. Wherever the Spirit of
God has the opportunity He fraternizes
men. There would be no cliques, clans,
factions and divisions in our churches if
God were allowed to have His way with us.
Our determination to have our own way
about things results in divisions among us.
A few of us will line up on one side and take
issue with the othe,r side-or sides-and
say "do this thing our way or it will not be
done at all" and the other crowd comes back
with their contract and says, "do it our way
or it will not be done" and a split is inevitable. All sides are wrong; God is left out
and the Kingdom suffers. It is not your will
nor mine that should be done; but let "Thy
Will Be Done."
Had God's will (rather than men's)
been done in earlier days our mother church
-as well as other mother churches-would
have been spared the tortuous experiences
of having her children fight among themselves and then run off from home; each going in his own direction. If God had His
way today the wandering prodigals would
return and the mothers in Israel would
unite in one grand, glorious verein and accelerate the coming of the Kingdom of
Righteousness, and cause the knowledge of
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the glory of the Lord to fill the earth, as the
waters cover the sea.
The Master's Twelve was the early
church in miniature and was composedof a
former fickle sand-man, an ex-tax-collector,
a flamboyant patriot and nine other distinct personalities coming from various
walks of life and yet when they had fully
come under the power of the Holy Spirit all
lines of distinctions among them were obliterated and they were one. Likewise
should be the church of this age. Instead of
breaking away into sects and scattering our
forces in every direction it is ours to emulate that early church and centralize our
forces.
We stated, a while ago, that we believed
Simon Zelotes' call came direct from Jesus.
We, further, believe that Simon, like the
other disciples, accepted the first call extended him. Perhaps he accepted it because
he felt that the Zealots' cause under their
present leadership was a losing one. For
twenty years they had tried to throw off the
exotic yoke and establish their independence and had made a miserable failure of it.
Having heard of this new Leader performing miracles, preaching about a new world,
condemning the love of riches, annoucing
Himself a friend of sinners and outcasts
and His proposal to set up a new Kingdom
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naturally interested Simon and made Jesus
attractive to him. He was in his glee and
ready to turn over all the Zealots to Jesus to
aid Him, when the Mast.er condemned the
actions of men, rebuked the Scribes and
Pharisees, overthrew the tables of the
money changers and cried out, "I am come
not to send peace, but a sword." Simon, not
unlike many today, literalized this statement. It was never so intended. Jesus is
talking in terms of the Spirit and He has
no reference to a steel blade but is speaking
of the Word of God as the instrument of
division, dividing families. The Word of
God, which is sharper than a two-edged
sword, always divides those families where
some accept it and others reject it. They
are divided here over the opinions which
they hold and inasmuch as they are traveling in opposite directions they are sure to
be separated in eternity. A personal worker said to a sinner who was blessed with a
devoted, Christian wife, "I understand that
you and your wife are going to separate?"
The sinner, having a great affection for his
wife, was angered and said to the Christian
worker, "It is false! We have never thought
of such a thing." "Your plans are in that
direction," returned the friend. "Your wife
is a devout Christian and bound for heaven; while you are a condemned sinner and,
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unless you change, you will make your bed
in hell." Thus does the sword of the Spirit
divide families. Jesus had no use for the
blade of steel. When Simon Peter drew his
sword and exact.ed the ear of Malchus Jesus
commanded him to put up the sword. Our
Lord was the Prince of Peace.
Another gleeful hour in the life of Simon was when Jesus was taken by force
and amid the plaudits of the multitudes was
brought into Jerusalem to be crowned King.
His saddest hour was when his Master refused the throne for the Cross. Is it any
wonder that Simon fled when the crisis
came and required the Resurrection to reestablish him in his faith? Any one who
followed Jesus for the purpose of seeing
Him restore again the kingdom of Israel
was bound to meet with bitter disappointment. Jesus came not to set up a temporal
kingdom of brick and stone, houses and
lands but came to build an invisible, eternal
Kingdom in the hearts of men. But prior
to the Resurrection Simon could not understand this; yet he was ordained one of The
Master's Twelve.
Why did the, Master call this fiery Zealot,
before whose flamboyancy the enthusiasm
of Simon Peter paled and a man who
throughly misunderstood Jesus' mission to
earth, and ordain him one of the chosen
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Apostles? He chose him because he was the
very type of a personality which Jesus needed. The Lord needed a fiery patriot among
His Twelve.
Fire is an indispensability. It cooksour
food, warms our bodies and cheers our
hearts. But fire uncontrolled is a most destructive agent. It burns the forests, destroys the home and consumes the lives of
its victims. Fire is only a blessing when it
is under control. Uncontrolled Simon was a
terrible, murderous revolutionist, but when
he was brought under the control of the
Holy Spirit this conflagrant one became the
hearth to encourage and cheer his discouraged colleagues. This Jesus presaged when
He ordained Simon.
It is true that the Spirit makes new
creatures out of us, when we allow the
Spirit to have His way with us, but this
does not necessarily mean a change of our
innate original selves. The Spirit develops
the possibilities hidden within and directs
one's activities in proper channels. The
Second Birth does not rob one of his former
talents and then replace them with new
gifts. The Moses who is slow of speech
before his conversion will after his conversion still be the man slow of speech. The
fluent speaking Bar-jona after his conversion will yet be the man fluent of speech.
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After his conversion the fiery Simon will
continue the conflagrant one. But look at
the re-direction of these gifts. On Sinai
meditative Moses was silent and caught
fresh from the mouth of God His commandments. Silence is a gift worthy to be desired. On the Day of Pentecost the loosen
tongue of Peter, which ran wild so often
heretofore now under the direction of the
Holy Spirit, was not uttering curses and
blasphemies but was telling the story of the
Christ. After Pentecost Simon Zelotes was
not the fire to consume his fellowmen but
the fire to warm and bless the lives of his
compatriots. Whenever and wherever talents and gifts come under the control of the
Spirit they are always benefactions. If
those talents to sing, and play, and speak
and write which are wasted in ditties, and
ragtime, and drivel and banalities were directed in to Christian service and used of the
Spirit the Kingdom of God would be at
hand. And why should not our talents be
under the control of the Spirit when they
are gifts by the Spirit?
Follow Simon in his enthusiastic, fiery
ministry! When the clouds were thick, when
the persecutions were many and the failure
of Christianity appeared imminent it was
Simon Zelotes who kindled firei in the
breasts of his associates and made them to
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rejoice because they were counted worthy
to suffer shame for Jesus' sake. A man
like Simon was a great asset in The Master's Twelve. He is today. The modern
church is suffering for lack of enthusiastic,
fiery men. We are enthusiastic about everything else and we ought to be about religion.
Folk will attend a ball game and yell until
their voices are raucous; flit around on a
dance floor until they sweat worse than an
Alabama negro casting his first vote; or sit
around a card table until the rooster announces the break of day. These things go
well at a ball game, dance hall or a card table but we prefer men not to be so enthusiastic about religion. The person who shouts
in a revival today is branded a fanatic. Let
a preacher run over his usual time in the
sermon and all over the house people will be
consulting their watches. There are times
when more of the sermon should get into
the fire, but there are times when more fire
in the sermon would be better. Wear yourself out in the night watches praying for a
lost world and in the eyes of men you have
made yourself a fool. We allow the politician to talk his politics to every man he
sees, but we will not allow a Christian to
talk religion to all people without marking
him a bigot. These things ought not be. We
have no right to be more enthusiastic about
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our business, our politics and our social activities than we are about the things of the
Spirit.
We wonder what is the trouble with O\lr
young people these days that they are not
more interested in the church. Look over
the average congregation. The young people are in the minority. Instead of being
in church they are out riding in automobiles. Who is to blame? The responsibility
rests with us. We cannot expect our young
people to be more interested in the affairs
of the church than they are in the pleasures
of the world when we treat religion as a
secondary thing in our own lives. Things
would be different with the rising generation if they were different with the older
folk. When we older ones become as much
concerned about the welfare of the Kingdom of God as we are about our personal
interests; when we strive as hard to be in
church on Sunday as we do to be in our
stores, offices and places of business on
Monday; when our mothers are as regular
at the services of the church as they are
with the meals for the family; when we
worry over the lost souls of men as we do
over our personal :financial losses; when the
needs of the soul trouble us as much as the
needs of the body our children will discover
that the church has a place in our lives and
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they, too, will become interested in her. But
as long as we worry more over the loss of a
bank account and the failure of crops than
we do over the lost soul of our neighbor
and the failure of the church to win him to
Christ so long have we no right to expect
our children to be enthusiastic about the
church. As long as dollars are more attractive to us than souls; as long as we work
harder to make money than we do to save
men the rising generation is entitled to fill
their lives with worldly pleasures and be
indifferent and unconcerned about spiritual
things. I say to· you that when we get the
adults to strive as earnestly to lead a soul
to Christ for the glory of God as they would
for a large sum of money; when we can get
them to see that it is not being spasmodic in
Christian service-zealous one week, lukewarm the other and utterly indifferent the
next-that counts but that being instant in
season and out of season is what the Lord
requires then we shall have less grounds for
the concern of the spiritual welfare of our
young people. Only fire can kindle fire·.
Simon Zelotes was a specialist in kindling fire in the hearts of his colleagues. Perhaps he could not preach a great sermon but
he could fire the soul of the one who could
and cause him to preach. Perhaps he could
not write a sacred Gospel but he could in-
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spirit the Gospelpenman until sacred words
dripped from his quill. So wherever Simon
went, be it to Egypt, Cyrene, Africa or
Britain as some believe, he was an inspiration to all Christians everywhere and by
reason of him many others believed on J esus.

JUDAS ISCARIOT-THE

APOSTATE.

CAPTER XII.
JUDAS ISCARIOT-THE

APOSTATE.

"Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot,
being of the number of the twelve."-St. Luke 22:3.

No minister, at the time of his ordination, had ever entertained more pleasing
prospects for a brilliant career than had
Judas Iscariot. He was favored by man
and God. By man in being honored with a
good name. Judas was a most desirable,
popular and worthy cognomen. Judas Maccabees had distinguished and honored that
name by overthrowing the Greek heathen
idolatry forced upon them of Jerusalem for
nearly two hundred years by Antiochus
Epiphanes. Jewish parents everywhere took
pride in naming sons for Judas Maccabees.
No less than five men by the name of Judas
are spoken of in the New Testament, and
Josephus mentions at least ten. The name
of Judas (in the days of Jesus) was synonymous with greatness.
God favored him in giving him the advantage of being well born. Who was it
that allowed us to be born of white parents
and not black? Born of Christian parents
in a Christian nation and not of heathen
parents in a pagan country? It was God.
The name Iscariot indicates that Judas was
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"The Man of Kerioth" coming from the
tribe of Judah, the tribe having had a hand
in the coronation of David (2 Sam. 2 :4)
and the only tribe of the twelve ( 1 Kings
12 :20) in a crisis to follow the House of David. The people of Judah were God's chosen
people to whom He gave His earthly sanctuary. Having refused the tabernacle of
Joseph and having rejected the tribe of
Ephraim ( Psa. 78 :67, 68) God chose His
beloved Mt. Zion in the land of Judah on
which to build His church. This tribe was
also honored (Heb. 7:14) in having Christ
spring from her loins. Jesus was a Judean
by birth; a Galilean by naturalization. Judas had the unique distinction of being the
only one of The Master's Twelve a Judean
Jew like his Master; the others were Galileans. His parents were devout believers
in the coming of the Messiah and had
taught him to look forward to the coming of
that glad day when the Messiah would arrive1 and trained him for membership in
that new Kingdom. The very fact of his
parents naming him Judas assures us of
their religious convictions and their hopes
for the future. Judas was further favored
of God in having been ordained one of The
Master's Twelve. Crowds milled about Jesus on the morning of the ordination of the
Apostles and would have rejoiced had they
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been numbered with the chosen Twelve to
enjoy the uninterrupted propinquity of
their Master and to have conferred upon
them Messianic powers similar to His own.
Not only did Judas share alike with his colleagues in the reception of these gifts but
he had unique pleasure in holding the only
office an1ong them. He was their official
purse-bearer. Matthew, the ex-tax-gatherer, may have aided in the garnering of
funds but Judas alone made distribution of
them. James, once business manager of the
,vealthy fishing company of Zebedee & Sons,
was slighted in preference to Judas. Now
Jesus had reasons for tendering the officeto
Judas Iscariot. Perchance a bishop may
send a capable preacher to an obscure
country circuit and appoint an inferior one
to a larger and more fertile field, but not so
with the Lord. Judas, due to his superior
qualifications for the work, was made custodian of the funds. This office required a
shrewd, sagacious and discriminating financier and the Apostle Judas was supereminently fitted for it. It requires less wisdom to make money than it does to properly
distribute it. The management and distribution of funds were further complicated
for Judas by the ideas promulgated by Jesus which were incompatible to the business
ideas of shrewd Jewish minds of that day,
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as well as this. The purse-bearer was under
orders to empty that frequently plethoric
purse to alleviate suffering humanity whenever the occasion demanded it. These exacting duties Judas discharged with precision. Nowhere is there an intimation of infidelity on his part. None of his colleagues
advised a change in office. He held the office
until his death and his integrity was unquestioned. The accusation made by John
(John 12 :6) late in his life and long after
the death of Judas was not one to incriminate the purse-bearer as a common pilferer
from the money-bag but worse, to brand
him a miserable blood thief who had stolen
his Lord's blood and merchandised it. Other
than Jesus no one suspected Judas of infidelity prior to the night of the betrayal.
Had they been suspicious of him when the
Lord told them that that night one of them
was to betray Him instead of that company
about the table of the Lord's Supper each
man looking erst to himself and asking "Is
It I? Is It I?" each associate of Judas
would have pointed him out as the wretch
ready and eager to do his heinous work.
Unsuspected he became the blood thief. The
glowing prospects for a brilliant future
were frustrated and Judas became the most
despicable miscreant among men; so utterly
base and vile that he could not tolerate his
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own company. He fell from a disciple of
mercy to a merciless criminal; from a devout Apostle to a villainous apostate besmirching his honorable appellation for
time and eternity and caused a thousand little Judases to hang their innocent heads in
shame and made it forever impossible for a
parent to call his little lad by the name of
Judas.
What made Judas ruin his name? What
made him disgrace that favored tribe of Judah from which David and Jesus sprang?
What caused him to betray his blessed
Lord? Whom or what shall we blame for
the subversion of Judas Iscariot? He is the
outstanding human mystery that baffles
both science and the Bible. Science tells us
that heredity and environment determine
character. Science says that good blood followed by proper associations and training
will continue good. The Bible ( the Bible
which they had in the days of Jesus) advises us that if we train a child up in the
way that he should go when he is old he will
not depart from his training. Judas was a
living contradiction of science and of this
prophecy. As we have seen he was well
born; he had the best blood of that day in
his veins; he was thrown into the most
choice environment from the time he was
born until he died. He had lived his life
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among the beloved people of the tribe of Judah; had had wonderful opportunities to
be trained for membership in the Messianic
Kingdom and had spent his last years in
constant association with the Son of God
and yet he turned out to be the most despicable wretch known of man.
How do we account for it? We cannot
account for it by accepting the trite notion that he was fated from the beginning
for the commission of this atrocity. However, some accept this idea basing their belief on what John (John 6 :64) has to say
about Jesus knowing from the beginning
who should betray Him. What beginning
did John have in mind? Was it at the beginning of the discipleship of Judas Iscariot? Or was it at the beginning of the life
of Jesus on earth? Or was it in the beginning of Creation?
If we believe that it was in the beginning of the discipleship of Judas then we
have to admit that Jesus knowingly called
and ordained a devil to be an Apostle and
entrusted him with His sacred truths and
confided to an evil one the things which
were nearest and dearest to the heart of
God. Then, furthermore, Christ endowed
this devil with Divine power and sent him
forth to preach the Gospel, render deeds of
love and service to men and cast out devils.
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It is preposterous to think of a devil on a
missionary tour in the service of the Kingdom of Righteousness. A house divided
against itself cannot stand. Satan is not in
the business of casting himself out of anyone.
To say that it was in the beginning of
the earthly life of Jesus does not help us
over the difficulty of believing that He ordained a devil to His service, but further
complicates matter in causing us to believe
in the omniscience of Jesus in the days of
His flesh. This is contrary to the Scriptures. When Jesus came to earth He laid
aside His regal robe, abdicated tbe heavenly
Throne, emptied Himself of His glory and
suffered Himself to be hemmed in with the
limitations of the flesh. He exchanged the
attributes of God for the characteristics of
man. He sacrificed all those attributes to
be made like unto us. As truly as God made
man in His image and after His likeness we
now have God made in the image and after
the likeness of man. Time and time again,
Jesus demonstrated that He was void of the
attribute of omnipresence and why should
we ever think that He possessed ( on earth)
the attribute of omniscience? However, we
must not forget that because of Jesus' position with God and the fact of His divinity
He possessed powers of discernment and in-
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sight which others did not have. N evertheless, He felt Himself divested of His former
glory and in His prayer before he left the
Upper Room for Gethsemane He prayed the
Father to reinvest Him with the glory
which He had had with the Father before
the world was. That is, He wanted to be
re-invested with the attributes of God.
If we say that it was at the beginning of
Creation that God ( the Son) had precognition of Judas Iscariot we must be exceeding
careful so as not to make foreknowledge
synonymous with fate, otherwise Judas, instead of being favored of man and God at
his birth, was caught in the coils of an unmerciful, predetermined destiny whereby
the commission of his crime was inevitable.
Then this Apostle was an irresponsible tool
in the awful hands of an unjust God, Who
as Wesley would say, "Is a God more cruel,
false and unjust than the devil." But Judas
was not a creature of harsh circumstances
and a victim of cruel fate. He was not
forced to betray his Master. However, some
people still cling to the old Gnostic idea of
the second century that it was up to Judas
to betray Jesus into the hands of His enemies and thus carry out the will of God. It
is true that it was God's plan for His Son to
be slain for the sins of men but the enemies
of the Lord had already plotted His death
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and Jesus would have gone to the Cross
even though Judas would have kept his
hands clean of the blood of his Lord. Let
the Gnostics worship Cain, Esau, Korah
and Judas as little gods who stood out as
fearless executioners of the will of God but
before we join them in worshiping all or
any of their idols it would be well for us to
consider what we are doing. If it were a
flaming desire to do God's will that spurred
Judas on to betray Jesus wherein lies the
justice of branding him a traitor? But,
even in his own eyes, he was a miserable
traitor. His maddening remorse and guilty
conscience vouchsafes as much. When we
execute the will of God our conscience does
not trouble us; rather we have peace in our
soul. Judas Iscariot was not foreordained
to betray his Lord. Men are not f oreordained to do evil; they are foreordained to
do good. Men are not predestined to damnation; they are predestined to salvation.
In Judas, as they are in every one, were two
impulses. One for good and one for evil.
Within him were germs of fitness for a
saint, as well as germs of fitness for an
apostate. There lurks in every person something of the madman and something of the
saint: something of the demon and something of the Christ and man can submit
him.selfto the mastery of the one he chooses.
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Lane Allen gives us an interesting and true
story of a young man standing before his
family portraits looking at two of his ancestors. The one ancestor was a splendid man
of sterling character while the other was a
zestful devourer of all that which allures
the passionate taste. The youth knew that
both men, though dead, were alive and fighting within him. The good of the past and
the evil of the past are ever alive within us
fighting for supremacy.
"To every man there openeth
A high way and a low,
And every man decideth
The way his soul shall go."

Man is master of his own destiny. He has
the privilege of taking either the high way
or the low. Judas of his own free will and
accord chose the low road, and followed it
to the end where he betrayed his Lord.
He did not betray Jesus just for the sum
of thirty pieces of silver. It is true that
thirty pieces of silver were seen to pass
from the hands of the Chief Butcher Caiaphas to Judas who turned Jesus over into
the hands of the butcher to be led as a lamb
to the slaughter. But these few shining
denarii, although a prophetic term, were
not the cause of the transaction. This
amount ($16.96) was less than the price of
a good slave and about the usual price of a
sacrificial ox, and no bargainer as shrewd
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as Judas would have consummated such a
poor transaction. The wealthy Jerusalem
church was determined to put Jesus to
death and would have paid any amount of
money necessary to get rid of Him; but Judas was not in need of funds. The purse
which he carried was frequently filled not
only by numerous widows with their mites
but by wealthy men to whom Jesus rendered some services or upon whose families
He performed some miraculous cures. If
the purse-bearer had to have money he could
have easily stolen thirty pieces of silver
from the bag without fear of imprisonment.
Jesus would neither scourge nor throw men
into prison for stealing. Judas was bent on
betraying His Master regardless of the
amount of the stipend he was to receive.
When he rushed into the presence of the ecclesiastical dignitaries Judas did not emphasize the amount of blood money he wanted, in fact he allowed them to give him
whatever they cared to for the big thing to
him was the deliverance of Jesus into their
hands. All that the thirty pieces of silver
did was to solidify his proposal and bind the
bargain.
It was not fear that drove Judas to
crime. Some contend that when Judas saw
Jesus becoming the storm center of ridicule
and criticism and discovered that the church
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was determined to put Christ to death and
the Cross was inevitable· this Apostle in order to save himself became a confederate of
the church. Fear is a mighty weapon used
of the devil to whip men in line with evil.
Men are afraid to accept Jesus for fear they
cannot hold out. Men are afraid to become
Christians for fear of the ridicule of the
world. There are lots of cowards in the
world today. They are afraid to do this
and to do that for fear some one will laugh
at them. But Judas was no coward. No
coward would intrude himself into the presence of the High Priest and his associates
and interrupt their deliberations. Like a
King, or a President or a Pope the High
Priest could not be approached by everybody. He was the supreme head of the
church and an appointee of Rome, and any
discourtesy to him would call for punishment and probably death.
Some people conjecture that Judas followed Jesus because he thought that the
Master was going to restore the kingdom of
Israel and when he saw Jesus refusing to
accept the throne he discovered he was in
the wrong party and the quickest way out
was to betray Jesus. DeMille's motion picture, "The King of Kings," shows us Jesus
refusing the crown from the hand of Judas
Iscariot. Probably the disciple expected
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the restoration of the kingdom of Israel and
the coronation of Jesus but if he did he had
a most clumsy misunderstanding of the
mission of Jesus. Had the Master not pointed out that His Kingdom was not of this
world? Had He not emphasized that the
Kingdom of God was not a physical kingdom but a Spiritual Kingdom in the hearts
of men?
DeQuincy supported the theory that Judas, cognizant of the Messianic powers of
his Master, thought that when Jesus found
Himself in the clutches of His enemies He
would be forced to defend Himself, display
His Messianic powers and strike His enemies down before Him. If Judas anticipated such then he considered his Master,
who had time and time again preached that
men should return good for evil, nothing
more than a mere pretender. And every one
knows that no pretender can have power
with God. That is the trouble with our
churches these days. We have too many
members living short of their professions
and consequently our churches are impotent
to extrude unclean spirits and perform miracles in His name. In this we have a sermon, but we must hasten along if we are to
discover the reason for the betrayal. Judas
did not betray his Lord to coerce Him to dis-play His Messianic powers; neither did he
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betray Jesus because He refused to restore
again the kingdom of Israel; and he did
not betray Him because Judas feared for
his own life; and the stipend of silver did
no more to actuate the crime than did fate's
decree. None of these things moved Judas
to crime. Revenge urged him on.
All through his life Judas allowed the
evil impulse to have a listening ear, even
while he was in association with Jesus, and
slowly but surely, day by day, this disciple
was developing into a more sensitive, selfish, jealous, headstrong individual desiring
his own way in everything. Instead of
curbing the evil tendencies he nurtured
them and stultified the impulse for good. No
doubt when Jesus would slip away with Peter, James and John on some special mission
Judas would steal off to himself and pout
because he was not invited to accompany
them. There are jealous ones like that today and they are not to be trusted. When
Jesus promised the "Keys of the Kingdom
of Heaven" to Peter Judas was hurt to the
quick and he was not slow in making his
egress to give vent to his injured feelings.
He mumbled to himself, "Am I not the only
office-holderin the crowd? And have I not
been faithful to the discharge of my duties?
Those keys ought to be mine!" Fuel was
added to the flames of his jealousy when he
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found James and John, aided by their mother, requesting premier places for themselves
in the anticipated kingdom.
Thus on and on Judas grew in a jealous,
self-centered way until he was conscious of
the penetrating eye of the Master looking
down into the depths of his selfish, shriveled
soul which made their association unpleasant and caused Judas to hope for some way
to sever their relationship. No hypocrite
wants to be in company with the true. There
was Judas with his feet following Jesus but
his heart going in the opposite direction,
and no wonder he was entertaining evil
suggestions on a way out from this predicament. Instead of getting right himself Judas was looking for some way to get rid of
Jesus. But that is nothing new. It happens every day. As soon as a preacher discovers the hypocrites in his congregation
they set a movement on foot to get rid of
him. He knows them so wen that he becomes too personal to suit them. The moment a minister reproves a hypocrite that
moment the minister gets himself into trouble. The hardest people in the world to
reach are hypocrites. Gamblers, criminals
and heathens are easier to reach than the
people in the church who are not what they
ought to be. All the bitter invectives and
burning condemnations Jesus poured out

204

THE MASTER'S TWELVE

on the hypocrites of His day failed to help
them. They waxed worse and worse until
they nailed Him to the tree. An honest man
will profit by correction but not so with a
hypocrite. One look from Jesus could bring
Simon Peter to his senses but any look or
word from Jesus to Judas failed to help
him. Not that Jesus failed with Judas. It
was Judas failing to allow Jesus to help
him.
Down through the, quagmire of his own
jealousy Judas waded until the night of the
anointment of the Master's feet by Mary
when this disciple, unconsciously, was possessed of the devil to the full and became a
ready and willing instrument in the hands
of Satan. When Jesus vituperated Judas
for taking issue with Mary for her ministering services poured at the Master's feet
Judas was insulted and left the room and
made his way to the temple dignitaries and
with them formulated plans for the betrayal. The devil brought Judas to that place
where the disciple was willing to destroy
his Master rather than receive correction
from Him. So Judas set to work to get revenge, wreck the plans for the new Kingdom and put an end to Jesus. But did his
plans carry? The plans of the avenger always miscarry. Vengeance is not ours to
exact. The work of Judas meant neither
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the end of the Kingdom nor the Christ. The
love of God took up the treachery of Judas,
the subtility of the Sanhedrin and the sufferings of the Cross and made them the
means of the establishment of His Kingdom
and the Christ the hope of the ages. But it
was the end of Judas Iscariot. And what
a miserable end! A broken heart; a tormenting conscience; unbearable remorse;
an untimely death and a torn body pouring
forth its vitals as ready carrion for the vultures. This is the saddest story in human
history. Judas begins life with a good
name; a noble heredity; the best of training
and the choicest of environment and yet Satan finally gets full possession of him and
ruins it all. Tragedy of tragedies! A man
with the most auspicious beginning comes
to the most wretched end! A man ordained
an Apostle writes the bloodiest page of history and dies an apostate! A man born to
be a saint lives to disgrace his name and
dies a devil! So distorted and shriveled was
the soul of Judas that he could not live without betraying his Lord and yet there was a
spark of good left in him which made it impossible for him to betray Jesus and allow
himself to live. There.fore he went forth the
jury to convict himself; the judge to pronounce the death sentence upon himself and
the executioner to exact his own life.
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He never expected such an end. No one
could have convinced him that he was head
ed for such a fall. But little by little he
listened to the tempter until he was but a
tool in the hands of Satan. Betraying his
Lord was not the way Judas originally
planned to dissociate himself from Jesus.
This was the devil's original plan but not
the plan of Judas. But the disciple continued to listen to Satan until the day arrived
when Satan made him accept his plan to betray Jesus. No boy taking the first glass of
intoxicant expects to fill a drunkard's grave
but that is the final result. No boy playing
his first hand of cards for a few pennies expects to become a wretched gambler. But
that is the way gamblers are made. It is a
terrible thing to allow Satan to have his
way with us, even if he begins in ever so little a way. Working his way into our lives
a little at the time is the way he ultimately
gets full possession of us.
The story is told of an ancient slave girl
who took poison into her system a little at a
time; then a little more and a little more.
At last her whole organism became so full
of poison that at her very breath flowers
withered and died. Likewise, little by little, Satan poisons our system with sin unti]
after a while all that is good and true in us
die. If it would have been good had Judas
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never been born, having been born it would
have been good had he died a few days
sooner. Those who follow Satan to the end
of their lives always live too long.

